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sacredness of human life.  (Catholic Graduate Expectation #7) 
 

Palestine: A Moment of Truth in a Troubled Land 

Introduction 
This sequence of 7 lessons explores issues of justice, scripture, and Catholic 
social teaching in the context of the current reality in Palestine. Through an 
investigation of the Christian “Kairos Palestine Document - A Moment of Truth: A 
Word of Faith, Hope, and Love from the Heart of Palestinian Suffering” (2009) and 
other video and written material, students learn to listen to the voices of people on 
the ground and their allies in their search for truth in a complex situation. 

 

Topics/Objectives include: 
Selecting reliable sources of information 
Appropriate use of scripture 
The history and current context of Israel/Palestine 
Models of non-violent resistance 
Catholic Social Teaching in theory and practice 
Building literacy skills 
A research project and presentation 
A final class circle 
An optional extension activity for the whole school 

 

This mini-unit is designed to build literacy and be compatible for the following Ontario 
high school credit courses offered in Catholic schools: 

HRT 3M/ HRT 30: Grade 11 World Religions 
HRE 4M/ HRE 40: Grade 12 Church and Culture (Catholic ethical and 
moral teaching) 
CGW 4U: Grade 12 World Issues: A Geographic Analysis 
HSE 4M: Grade 12 Equity and Social Justice: From Theory to Practice 
HSB 4U: Grade 12 Challenge and Change in Society 
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Lesson Sequence
Note to Teachers: This mini-unit is designed to be completed in approximately 7 
x 75 minute lessons. Each lesson builds literacy skills and includes objectives, lists 
of needed material and an outline of the lesson plan. Different schools and 
different curriculums may require that material be readjusted or rearranged to suit 
the needs of your students or school. This is a natural part of good teaching, and 
you are encouraged to use the material in the way that meets your students’ 
needs best. Student handouts can be found in the Appendix section starting on 
page 35. A ‘Primer on Palestine’ for teachers can be found on page 30, and 
teachers may find it helpful for their own preparation to read Appendix 4 “A Closer 
Look at the History of Palestine” before beginning (p.39 -45). A list of Additional 
Resources can be found in the final appendix (Appendix 11). Finally, the ‘Kairos 
Document’, the ‘Amman Call’ and the ‘Open Letter from the National Coalition of 
Christian Organizations in Palestine’ can all be found at the end of the document. 
 
 

Lesson 1: 
 

Introduction – It’s All About the Land 

Objectives: 
Explore what we know about Palestine 

From Jesus’ Day 
20th Century Events 

Investigating Sources: Media and Social Media 
What does solidarity mean? 
An Introduction to the Current Context and the 
Kairos Document 

Lesson 2:  
The Reality on the Ground 

Objectives: 
A point form introduction to the history of the 
region leading up to the present 
The Three Abrahamic Faiths (Review) 
Exploration of the authors’ goals and section 1 of 
the Kairos Document “The Reality on the Ground” 
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Lesson 3:  
Faith and Hope 

Objectives: 
Scripture and Religion as tools of 
oppression and forces for liberation and 
understanding 
Exploration of section 2 and 3 of the Kairos Document 
Barriers and Borders Revisited: A closer look at the Wall 

Lesson 4:  
Love and Resistance 

Objectives: 
Love and Resistance in Christian Faith (Section 4) 
Exploring Non-Violent Resistance and Catholic Social 
Teaching 
The Kairos Document’s final “word” to different 
groups (Sections 5- 10) 

Lesson 5 and 6:  
Investigating Engagement and Action – A Research Project 

Objectives: 
Raise awareness of groups and individuals working for 
justice 
Deepen collaborative research and presentation skills 
Deepen exploration of the Kairos document and 
connections to Catholic Social Teaching 
Have students continue to ask themselves what 
they can do 

Lesson 7:  
Salaam, Shalom, Peace: A Circle of Peace 

Objectives: 
In a circle, read a summary of the Amman Call and 
the entirety of the short NCCOP Open Letter to 
bring students up to date on more recent 
proclamations and calls by the Churches of 
Palestine 
Conduct a circle to discuss more deeply feelings 
brought up by the completed study 
Discuss possible future actions of solidarity 
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LESSONS 
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Lesson 1 

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 

A copy for each student of “The Kairos Document: A Moment of Truth: A 
Word of Faith, Hope, and Love from the Heart of 
Palestinian Suffering” (p. 63), 
http://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-us/kairos-palestine-
document, Kairos Palestine, 2007. Also found at the end of the document. 
Computer with internet and projector for video 
5 pieces of chart paper and Markers. On each piece of chart paper, write one 
of the following titles (one/chart): 

People 
Sites (Biblical Sites, Cities, etc) 
Stories 
Conflicts 
Religions 

Place the pieces of Chart paper around the classroom with markers 
Map of the Middle East – See Appendix One (Can also be projected from 

g) 
Map of Ancient Palestine – See Appendix Two. 

Objectives: 
A brief introduction to 
Palestine 

In Jesus’ Day 
Today 

Investigating Sources: 
Media and Social Media 
What does solidarity mean? 
An Introduction to the Current 
Context and the Kairos 
Document 

 

Introduction 
– It’s All 
About the 
Land 
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Map of current Israel/Palestine – See Appendix Three (Can also be 
projected from https://www.fosna.org/content/mapcards.) 
Word Wall: It may be helpful to create a Word Wall with some of the 
vocabulary that will be new to students. A simple way to do this is to put 
one new word per piece of paper on the wall under a headline such as 
‘Palestine’. You may also wish to put up a map of Israel/Palestine.: 
Videos: 

“Visuals of Israel: Journey through the Holy Land”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9frw-eQTuA. (2mins) 
USCPR, “Palestine 101: Not that Complicated”. 

(4:32) 
Jewish Voices for Peace, “Israeli Palestinian conflict explained: an 
animated introduction to Israel and Palestine” 

utu.be (6 
mins) 

 
 
 
Plan: 

Exploring what we know: 
Put up or project the map of Middle East (Appendix One). What do we know 
about Palestine? 

Put students in 5 small groups. 
ROUND ONE: Give each group a minute or two in front of each 
piece of chart paper to brainstorm and write down as quickly as 
possible anything they think they know about Palestine. Then 
have them move to next piece of chart paper. They may not use 
their cellphones for this activity. 
ROUND TWO: Repeat the activity, but this time allow students to 
use their phones to look up information (still only a minute or two 
per chart). 

Discuss the information the students found. 

Note that we will be returning to these topics as we go through 
the week. How much of the information is current and how 
much stems from biblical times? Why might we know more 
about biblical times? 
Who lived in the land of Palestine in the time of Jesus? 

TALKING POINTS: Romans, Jews, Palestinians 
(Indigenous Peoples such as Philistines, Moabites, and 
other groups found in the Bible). Talk about biblical stories 
and places students might have noted. 
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location as a connecting trade route between the north 
(Sumer, the Fertile Crescent) and the south (Egypt and the 
Nile valley). Also has a Mediterranean coast so a prize 
location for empires as they arose over time. Ask students 
what places they recognize (Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, River Jordan, 
etc…) 

Who lives there now? 
 TALKING POINTS: Mainly Jewish Israelis, Palestinian 
Israelis and Palestinians. Or, from religious perspective: 
Jews, Muslims and Christians. Or, could refer to jobs if 
students are very knowledgeable. 

Go through each of the 5 topics on the chart paper. ‘Sites’ 
will probably yield references to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the 
Temple, etc. ‘Stories’ will most likely yield biblical stories and 
perhaps some early history. ‘Conflicts’ may yield information 
relating to the Romans and also references to conflict 
between Palestinians and Israeli Jews. The students may also 
come across inaccuracies or competing information here, 
leading to the next point. 
Was any of the information they found on the internet 
inaccurate or conflicting in their opinion? What made them 
think that? Why would we ask that question? 

TALKING POINTS: What is the role of the news? How can 
we tell when news is reliable in the information age? 
Disinformation through social media is a tool for 
continuing oppression, but social media is also a tool for 
oppressed groups to get their message out. Tell the 
students you will show them two videos that demonstrate 
this in a few minutes. 
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Why does Palestine matter? 
TALKING POINTS: 

Jerusalem important to all three Abrahamic faiths 
(Judaism, Christianity and Islam). If we can’t create peace 
there, can we create it anywhere? 
Extreme ongoing oppression of Palestinians not always 
receiving global attention – we will be learning about this 
during the week. 
Oppression of indigenous Palestinians is reminiscent of 
Canada’s oppression of indigenous peoples. 
Palestinian Christians’ ancestry goes back to the time of 
Jesus. Bethlehem, Nazareth, Mount of the Beatitudes all 
important to Christians. 
A good way to explore Catholic teachings on social justice. 
 

Selecting Reliable Sources: 
Show the following 2 videos one after the other. Tell students they will be 
asked to point out the differences between them: 

3 min video showing all three religions with contemporary footage 
from Israel/Palestine: 
“Visuals of Israel: Journey through the Holy Land”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9frw-eQTuA. Does not show 
the wall or any oppression 
4:32 min video showing the conflict: 
USCPR, “Palestine 101: Not that Complicated”. 

TALKING POINTS:
What’s the difference between these videos? 

One avoids all mention of the conflict 
Are they both accurate? (Yes) 
Do they both give you sufficient information? (No, the first one 
does not give any sign of conflict) 

How can we make sure the information we’re getting is both 
complete and accurate when talking about a social justice issue? 

We must listen first to the actual voices of the oppressed. This is 
why Jesus spent so much time with Lepers and 
Prostitutes. This is why he said ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, and the 
meek, and those who mourn’. He was telling us to listen to the voices of 
those who are hurt by policies that exclude and oppress them. 
We must listen to their allies, that is people who spend time with the 
oppressed and work side-by-side with them to help them achieve their 
goals of liberation. Sometimes it’s safer for allies to speak out. Allies 
strive to act in solidarity with the oppressed. 
Define solidarity: Actions taken side-by-side with the oppressed to help 
them achieve their goals of liberation. For example, Jesus lived in 
solidarity with the poor. 
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During these lessons on Palestine, we will be listening mainly to the voices 
of the oppressed. Our primary source will be a document written by the 
Palestinian Christian Leaders in Jerusalem called “The Kairos 
Document - A Moment of Truth: A Word of Faith, Hope and Love from 
the Heart of Palestinian Suffering” (Kairos Palestine, 2009). The 
abbreviated title is the ‘Kairos Document’. We will also listen to the voices 
of some of Palestinians’ most prominent allies, including Jewish groups. 

 
Introduction to the current situation 

Watch the following video: “Israeli Palestinian conflict explained: an 
animated introduction to Israel and Palestine” by Jewish Voices for Peace. 
Note that these are allies acting in solidarity. They are a North American 
Jewish group who are very troubled by Zionism, that is, the conquering or 
occupying of land in the biblical region around Jerusalem (present day 
Israel and Palestine) for the sole use of Jewish people. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y58njT2oXfE&feature=youtu. be 
DISCUSS: Ask the students if they are surprised by anything in the video. 
What did they learn that was new? (Let them discuss this with an elbow 
partner before holding a class discussion). Draw out the fact that the 
conflict is really about land. Emphasize that in many ways the creation of 
Israel was a solution for Europeans to help Jews after the Holocaust, but it 
failed to take into account the needs or rights of indigenous Palestinians 
who in fact had nothing to do with the Holocaust. Were they surprised that 
religion isn’t really what the conflict is about? What then is the role of 
religion in this conflict? What are the similarities with the European 
conquest of North America? Do they see connections to such 
organizations as Black Lives Matter and the issues such organizations 
address? 
 

Task: 
Have students write a one paragraph personal reflection of which of 
Christ’s teachings might be useful in dealing with the current conflict in 
Israel and Palestine. 
Put up new vocabulary on the word wall. Suggestions: Solidarity, 
Zionism, Allies. 
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Lesson 2 

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 
Handout: A Closer Look at the History of Palestine (Appendix 4) 
Maps from lesson 1 
Student copies of the Kairos Document entitled: “A Moment of 
Truth: A Word of Faith, Hope, and Love from the Heart of 
Palestinian Suffering”, Kairos Palestine, 2009. 
Handout: “The Reality on the Ground” (Appendix 5) 
Videos: 

Rafeef Ziadah, “We Teach About Life, Sir” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKucPh9xHtM. 
Video on the Separation Wall: “Israel's Wall: Security Or Apartheid? | 
Direct From With Dena Takruri” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PecEVGStsNw. Takruri is an 
American journalist of Palestinian descent. 

 

The 
Reality 
on the 
Ground 
	

Objectives: 
A closer look at the history 
and current reality in 
Palestine 
The Three Abrahamic Faiths 
(Review) 
Exploration of Introduction 
and section 1 of the Kairos 
Document  
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Plan: 

Review of material covered yesterday: 
Project the map of current Israel/Palestine 
Ask students questions to remind them about what was discussed 
yesterday. Provide affirmation for correct answers (can be in the form of 
candy!) Sample questions: 

Where is Palestine and why is it important? 
Geographically, historically and religiously important 
Links to oppression elsewhere (indigenous Canadians) 

What does solidarity mean? 
What are some issues Palestinians face today, according to what we saw 
yesterday? 

Home demolitions 
Not allowed to return home 
The wall 
Checkpoints 
Land stolen and given away 

Can anyone recall from the videos the names of the three areas that 
constitute Palestine? (More challenging question!) 

East Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza (show them on the map) 
Who should we listen to first when trying to understand a situation 
of oppression? 

The oppressed 
Here is an example of a Palestinian-Canadian poet expressing her 
frustration at the difficulty that Palestinians have getting their message out. 
She wrote this after the bombing of Gaza by Israel in 2015: Rafeef Ziadah, 
“We Teach About Life, Sir” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKucPh9xHtM. (4:38) 

 
History: A closer look 

Introduce the students to the history of the area using words similar to 
this: 

‘Yesterday I mentioned that the conflict in Israel and Palestine is about land. 
So before we go forward, let’s look back at a brief outline of the history of 
this area of the world. I’m going to give you a handout that you can keep on 
hand to refer back to if need be’. 
• *NOTE TO TEACHER: Give students some or all of the sheets in 

Appendix 4 entitled “A Closer Look at the History of Palestine”. 
Depending on where you are in your curriculum you may choose to skip 
the outline of biblical history, or first century to 19th century, and simply 
hand out and go over the third handout entitled “A Closer Look at the 
History of Palestine from the Start of the Twentieth Century until Today”. 
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Discuss the history. Ask students about things they find distressing in this 
history? (Many acts of oppression will be mentioned) What things might they 
find hopeful? (Students may mention ongoing efforts by the UN, or the fact that 
Palestinians are still engaging in peaceful protest or the fact that the 
oppression is being reported on in some places). 
What religions are present in the area of Israel/Palestine today? 
How are Judaism, Islam and Christianity connected? (All three are ‘Abrahamic 
Faiths’ – they trace their history back to the patriarchs of Abraham, Moses and 
Miriam. They all consider the first 5 books of the bible, the Torah, as scripture. 
If this is a World Religions class, you may be able to go deeper). 
What do students feel the role of religion can be in resolving this conflict? 

 
Exploring the Kairos Document 

Give students copies of the Kairos document “A Moment of Truth”. Ask them 
to turn to the first page and identify the authors and read the opening 
paragraph from the ‘Patriarchs and Heads of Churches Jerusalem’. Is there 
anyone they might be surprised to find missing from the list of authors? (The 
Roman Catholic Church is not a member of Kairos) 
Have students read the next page entitled “Kairos Palestine” and answer 
the following questions (can be written on board, or discussed one at a 
time as a class): 

§ In paragraph 1, what do the authors request of the international 
community? (Ans: Solidarity – “to stand by the Palestinian people”) 

§ In paragraph 2, what do the authors declare to be a sin? (Ans: “the military 
occupation of our land”) 

§ In paragraph 3, the authors describe this document as what? (Ans: “not a 
theoretical theological study or a policy paper, but rather a document of faith 
and work”). 

§ In paragraph 3, what do the authors put forward as something they want to 
happen as “the solution that will lead to a just and lasting peace”? (Ans: An 
end to “the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and all forms of 
discrimination […] with the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state with Al- Quds (Jerusalem) as its capital”). 

§ In paragraph 3, what do the authors say all peoples, political leaders and 
decision-makers must do? (Ans: “Put pressure on Israel and take legal 
measures in order to oblige its government to put an end to its oppression 
and disregard for the international law.”) 

§ And finally, what is the ‘right and duty for all Palestinians’? (Ans.: Non-violent 
resistance to this injustice.) 

§ Do you feel these are reasonable requests? Why or why not? Do you have 
any ideas at this time how these requests could begin to be implemented? 
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Read the Introduction together out loud and answer the following questions 
in discussion: 

In the introduction, why do the authors say they are writing this 
document now? (Ans.: “We have reached a dead end in the tragedy 
of the Palestinian people”) 
Is the problem just political? (Ans. No, it is a “policy in which human 
beings are destroyed”) 
Who is the document addressed to? (Ans. “Our brothers and sisters, 
members of our Churches in this land”, […] our religious and political 
leaders, Palestinian society and Israeli society, the international 
community and “Christian brothers and sisters in the Churches around 
the world”.) 

Distribute the handout entitled “The Reality on the Ground” (Appendix 5). 
Have students read section 1 of the Kairos document, also entitled “The 
Reality on the Ground”. On the handout they should work with a partner to list 
at least ten ways in which the occupation of Palestine is depriving 
Palestinians of freedom. 

Answers: 
The Separation Wall (1.1.1) 
Israeli settlements on Palestinian land (illegal) (1.1.2) 
Daily humiliation at military checkpoints (1.1.3) 
Separation of family members (1.1.4) – limitations on movements 
and on places of residence (different restricted areas) make it hard 
for families to be together. 
Restrictions on religious liberty (1.1.5) – many holy places are 
out of bounds. 
Refugees (1.1.6) – Many Palestinians are refugees in their own 
land. Since their homes were confiscated many now live in 
refugee camps. 
Prisoners (1.1.7) – Many Palestinians, including children are 
imprisoned without charge for months at a time. 
Jerusalem (1.1.8) – Many limitations on movement and habitation in 
this important city. 
Disregard of international law by Israel (1.2) – Many human rights 
abuses including the creation of illegal settlements by Israel have 
been condemned in UN resolutions with no effect. 
Palestinian citizens of Israel are discriminated against (1.2.1). 
Emigration (1.3) – When possible, Palestinians are moving 
elsewhere because they see no hope. 
Israel’s justification of occupation and collective punishment as 
self-defence (1.4). This provokes Palestinian resistance, but 
without occupation there would be no need for resistance. 
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Reflection (also on handout): Choose 1 of the ways Palestinians are 
oppressed and explain why these would be a challenge if you faced them in 
your life. 
 

Conclusion: A closer look at the wall 
• Watch 5 min. video on the Separation Wall: “Israel's Wall: Security or Apartheid? | 

Direct from With Dena Takruri”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PecEVGStsNw. Takruri is an American 
journalist of Palestinian descent. 

• Discuss, if time allows. 
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	Lesson 3 

Objectives: 
Scripture	and	Religion	as	
tools	of	oppression	and	
forces	for	liberation	and	
understanding	
Exploration	of	section	2	and	
3	of	the	Kairos	Document	
Barriers	and	Borders	
Revisited:	An	activity	on	the	
Wall 

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 
“A Moment of Truth” (the Kairos document) 
Videos: 

“Apartheid Explained” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7yvnUz2PLE. (2:56) 
“Palestine: Oppression will not work”, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ME7OF1h3NQc. (1:44) 

Paper and drawing implements (markers, pencil crayons, etc) 
“The Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching” (Handout 7) 

 

Faith and Hope in an 
Oppressed Land 
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Plan: 

Introduction and Review 
Discuss with students: 

What were some things you learned yesterday? If not done yesterday, go 
over the ten points the students found in section one of the Kairos document 
listing the ways Palestinians have their freedoms limited. 
Remind students we watched a video about the wall at the end of the lesson 
(watch now if not done yesterday). How does the wall interfere with 
Palestinian’s rights? (Some possible answers: Imprisons them, stops them 
from getting to their orchards, cuts them off from friends and family 
members, takes up their land, cuts them off from water supply and city 
services, allows Israelis to build illegal settlement on their land) 
The reporter referred to the wall as an Apartheid wall. What does Apartheid 
mean? Watch “Apartheid Explained” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7yvnUz2PLE. (2:56) 
After watching, ask students if they agree that the separation wall could be 
called an Apartheid wall. Why or why not? Is the practice of Apartheid 
consistent with teaching about God that say that all people are created in the 
image of God, and that God loves all people? 

 
The Kairos Document Section 2: A Word of Faith 
Remind students that the Kairos Document was written by Christian faith leaders in 
Palestine. 
Together as a class (taking turns), or in small groups or individually, have the students 
read the first part of section 2 of the Kairos Document entitled “How do we 
understand the Word of God?” 

Emphasize the last 6-7 lines of the last paragraph: 

We believe that the Word of God is a living Word, casting a particular light on each 
period of history, manifesting to Christian believers what God is saying to us here 
and now. For this reason, it is unacceptable to transform the Word of God into letters 
of stone that pervert the love of God and His providence in the life of both peoples 
and individuals. This is precisely the error in fundamentalist Biblical interpretation that 
brings us death and destruction when the word of God is petrified and transmitted 
from generation to generation as a dead letter. This dead letter is used as a weapon 
in our present history in order to deprive us of our rights in our own land. 

Explain the word ‘fundamentalist’. How does it go against Jesus’ teachings 
when someone transforms the Word of God into ‘letters of stone’? (Students 
may reference homophobia, or make reference to the Zionist claim to all of 
the biblical lands for instance). How might fundamentalist biblical 
interpretation bring death and destruction to the Palestinians? 
Point out to students that the understanding of scripture as explained in 
this document is fully consistent with Catholic teachings on scripture. 
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• Now continue the reading of section 2, by reading ‘Our land has a universal mission’ 
TALKING POINTS: 

How is the land holy? (2.3.1 – “inasmuch as God is present in 
it.”) 
What connections do the authors make to history? (2.3.2 Palestinian 
presence on the land is historical. Recognizes injustices done to Jews 
in west but this does not justify a new injustice.) 
What ‘wrong interpretations’ of the Word of God do you think the 
authors are referring to in 2.3.4? (That only Jews have a right to the 
land because the story of their ancestors takes precedence in scripture. 
This includes the idea of being Chosen People. Does this mean others 
are excluded?). 
How is the Israeli occupation of Palestine a sin? (2.5 – Deprives 
Palestinians of human rights and distorts the image of God in occupiers. 
Uses a theology based on violence that is not 
legitimate or consistent with God’s teachings.) 

 
3) The Kairos Document Section 3: Hope 

Ask the students where they think the Palestinians might identify hope in their 
situation. 
Read paragraph 3.2 under “What is the meaning of hope?” Ask the students if they 
agree with those perspectives on hope. What struck them the most? How is faith 
present in this perspective on hope? (“Hope is the capacity to see God in the midst 
of trouble, and to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in us.”) 
Ask students to read the paragraphs under “Signs of hope” (3.3-3.3.4) and list 5 
signs of hope identified by the authors. Do this together on the board. 

Answers: 
Vibrant parish communities with involved youth (3.3) 
Local centres of theology and a rising ecumenical spirit (3.3.1) 
Inter-religious dialogue including dialogue between Christians, Muslims 
and Jews 
The “steadfastness of the generations”, that is the continued belief in 
the justice of the cause of Palestinian freedom, the memory of the 
Nakba and the rising awareness in Global Churches. 
A desire for reconciliation once justice is restored. 

Ask the students how these 5 things can be considered signs of hope. 
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Ask students to read the final section in chapter 3, “The mission of the Church”. 
TALKING POINTS: 

How does the mission of the Church connect with the signs of hope 
mentioned earlier? In what way is the mission of the Christian Church similar 
to the mission of other religions? (Possible answers: The Kingdom of God is 
understood to be one of “justice, peace and dignity”; the presence of God 
among us should influence everything we do, and so on). How is it different? 
(Focuses particularly on Jesus, mentions the Resurrection). Help the 
students to see that the connections are stronger than the differences, that 
religion is not so much the source of conflict as land. 
The authors refer to the land as “the land of resurrection”. How 
does that give hope? 
The Church and the Palestinian people share hope through ancient rituals 
but also through modern technology. Watch the following video intended to 
give hope: 

“Palestine: Oppression will not work”, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ME7OF1h3NQc. (1:44) 

 
4) TASK: Beyond Barriers and Borders: Activity on the Wall 

Remind students about the Separation Wall discussed at the start of this lesson. 
While the wall is the complete opposite of a sign of hope, through their art 
Palestinians and their allies have sought to use it to promote hope and justice. 
Give students the handout “From Despair to Hope: Graffiti on the Wall” (Appendix 6, 
p.46). Tell them the pictures show some of the graffiti drawn by Palestinians and their 
allies on the separation wall. The wall is being used as an open-air art gallery to 
spread hope and give courage. 
Activity: Pass out blank pieces of paper and ask the students what they would write 
or draw on the wall if they had a chance. They may wish to draw on Catholic Social 
Teachings if these have been covered in the curriculum (see appendix 7). Students 
can also find them online. Give the students time to reflect before they complete 
their drawing. Post the drawings around the school or the classroom. This can also 
be done on a large piece of banner paper for more impact. 
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Lesson 4 

Objectives: 
Love	and	Resistance	in	
Christian	Faith	(Section	4)	
Exploring	Non-Violent	
Resistance	and	Catholic	
Social	Teaching	
The	Kairos	Document’s	
final	“word”	to	different	
groups	(Sections	5-10)	
 

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 
“A Moment of Truth” (The Kairos Document) 
Handout: “The Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching” 
(Appendix 7) 
Videos: 

“Palestinian Arab kid hugs an Israeli Soldier” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=481yOnMvtV8. (0:30) 
“Jews and Palestinians Love and Pray for Each Other” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFXtjsnPyBU. (First 4 minutes) 

 

And 
Resistance 
	

Love 
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Plan: 

Review and Introduction of Topic 
Ask students how scripture should be used according to the authors of the Kairos 
document. Remind them that scripture is used correctly when it recognizes that 
everyone is created in the image of God. How might scripture be misused? Recall the 
rejection of ‘fundamentalist’ perspectives. 
Discuss the activity completed at the end of class yesterday. Ask students to 
explain why they chose to draw or write what they did for the Wall. 
How does the graffiti on the wall give hope? Why is hope so important? 

 
Love and Resistance: Section 4 of the Kairos Document 
Point out to students that the graffiti on the wall is a form of non-violent resistance. Ask 
whether there are people or historical events they associate with non-violent resistance. 
(Some answers might include Gandhi, the Salt March, MLK, and so on). Note that non-
violent resistance is rooted in three beliefs: 

that peace and dignity of life cannot be achieved without justice 
that resistance is necessary to end injustice 
that the dignity of life excludes any violence 

Have students turn to paragraph 4.1 in the Kairos document and read the scripture 
passages on love. Why are these so important? 

Note that love is a natural part of who we are. Show the following video: 
“Palestinian Arab kid hugs an Israeli Soldier” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=481yOnMvtV8. (0:30) 

 
Have students read the page on ‘Resistance’ (4.2-4.3) and have them each 
individually underline 3 sentences that speak to them. Share these 
sentences in discussion. (For example: “Love is seeing the face of God in every 
human being” (4.2.1) or “The ways of force must give way to the 
ways of justice” (4.2.2) or “Resistance is a right and a duty for the Christian. But it is a 
resistance with love as its logic.” (4.2.3).) 

What are some of the things that can be done as acts of non-violent 
resistance? (Possible Answers: The authors recommend civil disobedience 
(4.2.5) and financial divestment/boycott (BDS: Boycott/Divest/Sanctions) by 
individuals, companies and states until Israel complies with human rights 
obligations (4.2.6)) 
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What are some examples of civil disobedience? Possible answers: Refusal 
to comply with unjust laws (such as curfews or bans on gatherings), 
peaceful protests, sit ins, etc. 
How can we participate in BDS? Possible answers: Don’t buy products made in 
illegal Israeli settlements, write to performers to ask them to refuse to perform in 
Israel, ask our financial institutions to pull investments out of Israel, etc. 

Handout “The 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching” (Appendix 7) or project it for the 
class from http://thecatholicspirit.com/special- sections/legislative-guide/7-themes-of-
catholic-social-teaching/, or another suitable site. Ask the students to identify which of 
the themes were present in the Kairos documents’ explanation of the need for non-
violent resistance. 
If we are trying as Catholics to live by these 7 themes, what could we do to help the 
situation in Palestine? 

The Kairos Document’s Final “Word” to Different Groups 

Divide the class into 4 groups. Explain that each group will have the task of 
summarizing several paragraphs of the last part of the Kairos document for the 
rest of the class. They must present their summary with a poster, and a short oral 
summary. They should be able to complete this task in 15 minutes. 

Assign Section 5 to one group 
Assign Section 6 to another group 
Assign Section 7 and 8 to the next group 
Assign Section 9 to the last group 

Have the groups present their summary when done. 

Together, read the last paragraph in the document (section 10) “Hope and faith in 
God”. Ask the students if they personally see hope? 

• Show “Jews and Palestinians Love and Pray for Each Other” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFXtjsnPyBU. (First 4 minutes) 

This is just one example of a group trying to create reconciliation, in this case through 
a shared faith activity. But there are many other groups and this is what we will 
explore in our next lesson. 

TASK: In a reflection piece between ½-1 page, answer the following 
questions: 

What impacted you the most in the document? 

Having read the full Kairos Document, what do you feel could be 
done either by yourself personally or by your school or community to 
answer the Palestinian call for help and solidarity? Even small 
actions can make a difference. 
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	Lesson 5 and 6 

Objectives: 
Raise	awareness	of	groups	
and	individuals	working	for	
justice	
Deepen	collaborative	
research	and	presentation	
skills	
Deepen	exploration	of	the	
Kairos	document	and	
connections	to	Catholic	
Social	Teaching	
 

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 
Access to computers with 
internet 
The Kairos Document “A 
Moment of Truth” 

 

Investigating 
Engagement and 
Action – A Research 
Project 
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Plan: 

Review and Introduction 
Ask students to turn to a partner and share with them three things that have really 
impacted them as we’ve gone through these lessons. 
What principles of Catholic Social Teaching need to be kept in the forefront of our 
minds as we address the situation in Palestine in their opinion? 

 
Introduction to Research Project 
Tell students they will now have the opportunity to investigate how different groups 
and individuals are working for peace and justice in Palestine. Some of these 
groups and individuals are Palestinian, some are Israeli, and others are 
internationals. 
Distribute handout ‘Engagement and Action: A Research Project’ (Appendix 8) and 
go over the expectations with the students. A rubric can be added that is suitable 
for the course expectations 



 
26	

Lesson 7 

Objectives: 
Read	a	summary	of	the	Amman	Call	
(Appendix	9)	and	the	entirety	of	the	
short	NCCOP	Open	Letter	(p.	76)	to	
bring	students	up	to	date	on	more	
recent	proclamations	and	calls	by	the	
Churches	of	Palestine	
Conduct	a	circle	to	discuss	more	
deeply	feelings	brought	up	by	the	
completed	study	
Discuss	possible	future	actions	of	
solidarity	

Preparation and Material Needed: 
 
Candle (battery operated if preferred) for the centre of the circle 
Prayer or short reflection to open the circle (Reading Micah 6:8 would be 
appropriate) 
Talking stick (A rolled up copy of the Kairos Document would be fitting, 
tied with a red, green and black ribbon) 
Summary of the ‘Amman Call’ (Appendix 9) for each student 
Copy of the ‘Open Letter from The National Coalition of Christian 
Organizations (NCCOP) in Palestine’ for each student (Available here and at 
the end of this document: 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/general- 

of-christian-
organizations-in-palestine/). 

 

Salaam, 
Shalom, 
Peace:  
A Circle 
of Peace 
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Plan: 

Circle Formation and Beginning: 
Move desks aside and invite students to form a circle in their classroom with their 
chairs. Leave no gaps.  Place the candle at the center of the circle. Have students 
help you place a copy of Appendix 9 (the Amman Call) and a copy of The Open Letter 
under each chair. Invite students to be seated. 
Open the circle by inviting students to close their eyes and breathe deeply to relax. 
Take your time as the circle quiets down. Read the opening reflection or prayer 
quietly. Remind students that a circle is a place of trust – they are invited to listen 
deeply and respond honestly but always with kindness. Ask them to open their eyes. 
Tell the students that the word peace in Arabic is ‘salaam’. Have them 
repeat it to you. Tell them the word for peace in Hebrew is ‘shalom’. Have them 
repeat it as well. Finally, ask them to turn to the people on either side of them and 
welcome them to the circle by saying “Salaam, shalom, peace.” 
Ask students to reach under their chair and pick up the ‘Amman Call (Summary). Tell 
them this is a statement put together by the World Council of Churches in Amman, 
Jordan in 2007 calling for peace in Palestine and Israel. It predates the Kairos 
document by 2 years. Tell them you will be reading through the summary together to 
prepare for a more recent statement from the Churches of Palestine. 
Have students take turns reading from the Amman Call. Students may read as much 
or as little as they feel comfortable. 
When they are done, tell them you are going to ask questions, and they are invited to 
take the Talking Stick to answer. The one who is holding the Talking Stick should be 
the only one speaking, but everyone else should be actively listening. No one is 
obliged to answer if they do not wish to but they are encouraged to do so because 
whatever they say may be helpful for others. No one is to be judged by their answers. 
Begin by asking them what they read that was familiar to them from the week’s 
work? What was new to them? What ideas resonated with them the most and 
why? 
Ask in what ways this summary was different from the Kairos document? 
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Ask the students to place the Amman Call under their chair and pick up ‘The Open 
Letter from the NCCOP’.  Tell students that this Letter was written last June by the 
Churches of Palestine so it is more recent than both the Amman Call and the Kairos 
Document. Repeat the process above. 
Ask students questions to express their response to the document. 
Suggestions for questions follow but let the conversation evolve naturally. The 
more the students focus on what seems important to them the better. It is 
important to leave time for the next section so limit questions as necessary. 
Possible questions: 

Is the tone of this letter different from the Kairos document or Amman Call 
summary? (Possible answers: Expresses more frustration, goes into more 
detail). Why would that be? How do you feel about the tone? 
What did they think of the biblical passages? Were there other passages 
that they thought might also have been appropriate? 
Invite the students to look again at the list of 9 requests/demands made by 
the Palestinian Churches to the World Council of Churches. Why is number 
1 so important? 
Can anyone explain why the Balfour Declaration must be condemned? 
(This is the 1917 declaration by Britain calling for a Jewish homeland on 
Palestinian land). 
Why in point 3 do they state that correct theology is so important? What 
damage has been done to Palestine by theologies that justify occupation? 
What is a good theology in your opinion? 
What damage has been done by religious extremism (point 4)? 
Do you agree with point 5 that condemnation of the occupation is 
necessary before dialogue can proceed? Why? 
Why in point 6 are visits to Palestine by external groups and pilgrims so 
important? What could be learned by visiting Palestine? 
Why is it important to speak up in favour of non-violent resistance as 
expressed in point 7? What does that look like? 
Explain what a ‘lobby group’ is. Why does the NCCOP feel they’re 
important in your opinion? 
Other questions or discussion as the spirit leads. 
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Dialogue and Personal Exploration of Feelings 
Tell the students you now wish to explore what they feel they got out of this mini-
unit on Palestine. Pass the talking stick as needed. Possible questions include: 

What is one thing you learned in the past week and a half that you consider 
really important? (For this question, it is recommended to pass the Talking 
Stick to each person in the circle, always allowing those who do not wish 
to answer to simply pass on the stick without answering.) 
How did learning about the situation in Palestine make you feel? 
If you were asked by someone to tell you just a couple of things about 
Israel and Palestine, what would you say? 
Would you ever want to travel there?  Why or why not? 
Would you like to be involved in a follow up activity to teach the rest of the 
school about the situation? (See simulation activity in Appendix 10 for 
instance). What would they like to do? 
In what ways does what you learned deepen or challenge your faith? 
What more would you like to know about the situation in Palestine and 
Israel? 
Do you think you can make a commitment to check labels and support 
the BDS movement, or is this something you’re still not comfortable 
with? Why or why not? 
 

Circle Conclusion 
Ask the students if there are any concluding remarks anyone wants to share before 
closing the circle. 
Tell them to close their eyes again. Let everyone breathe for a moment. 
Say a prayer or read a reflection or simply read the last scripture passage at the 
bottom of the ‘Open Letter from the NCCOP’: “We are hard pressed on every side, 
but not rushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed” (2 Cor 4:8-9). 
Ask students to open their eyes and thank them. Once again ask them to turn to 
the people on either side and say ‘Salaam, shalom, peace’ before moving their 
chair and their desk back to their place. 
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Palestine Primer: 
Glossary and Supplemental Information 

 
Note: Some of this information is beyond the scope of this study. However, teachers 

may find it helpful as background if students come across references to organizations, 
events or historical references which require further explanation. Teachers may also 

find it helpful to read the section entitled “A Closer Look at the History of Palestine” in 
Appendix 4 (p. 39-45). 

 
 
Al-Khalil: Palestinian name for the city of Hebron, and important occupied city in 
Palestine. 

 
Al-Quds: The Palestinian name for Jerusalem. The city is vastly important to 
Jews, Christians and Muslims. 

 
Amman Call: This is a statement put out by the World Council of Churches in 2007 
after a meeting in Amman, Jordan, calling for an end to the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine. It affirmed the formation of a ‘Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum’ to 
"catalyze and co-ordinate new and existing church advocacy for peace, aimed at 
ending the illegal occupation in accordance with UN resolutions, and demonstrate its 
commitment to inter-religious action for peace and justice that serves all the peoples 
of the region." A one page summary can be found in Appendix 9 and the full text (3 
pages)of this call to action can be read here: 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc- programmes/public-
witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/middle-east- peace/the-amman-call. 

 
Areas A, B, and C: Palestine is governed according to three divisions or areas. Area 
A is governed exclusively by the Palestinian Authority. Area B is governed jointly by 
the Palestinian Authority and Israel. Area C, which contains the illegal Israeli 
settlements and the annexed parts of East Jerusalem, is governed and controlled by 
Israel. Despite being fully outside Israeli authority, the Israeli army regularly enters 
area A. Gaza is an exception in that it is administered by Hamas rather than the 
Palestinian Authority (see below). 
Balfour Declaration: This 1917 declaration of support for a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine was put out by the British Empire in the midst of WWI, as the British 
army fought the Ottoman Empire to achieve strategic advantage in the Middle 
East. The Ottoman Empire controlled Palestine at the time. 

Bedouin: Palestinians who traditionally live on large swaths of land where they 
practice nomadic agriculture. Israel has forcibly moved many Bedouin off their land 
against their will. 

Boycott/Divestment/Sanctions (BDS): This is an international movement to put 
pressure on Israel to end the occupation of Palestine. It involves refusing to buy products 
that come from illegal Israeli settlements, and a refusal on the part of academics, artists 
and performers to take paying engagements in Israel. 
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British Mandate: In 1922 the League of Nations gave Britain a ‘Mandate’ over 
Palestine. This meant that Britain ruled Palestine without local consultation, a 
practice more broadly known as ‘colonialism’. This, coupled with the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917 (see above) ultimately led to an increase in Jewish immigration 
to Palestine raising the local Jewish population from roughly 3% around 1900 to 
almost 30% by 1945, and paving the way for Britain to hand over much of Palestine 
to become the Jewish State of Israel in 1948. 

Child Incarceration: This is the practice of arresting minors including small children 
and placing them in prison. According to the international human rights organization 
Human Rights Watch: 

 

report/2016/children-behind-bars). 

Fatah: An Islamist faction within the Palestine Liberation Organization (see below) 
that currently is in control of the Palestinian Authority (see below). 
Gaza: This narrow strip of land borders the Mediterranean to the west, as well as 
Egypt to the south. The rest of its 51 km border lies against Israel which has entirely 
enclosed it with a separation wall and severely restricts movement. Israel also limits 
access to Gaza by sea, and keeps Gazans from fishing far off-shore. This is known 
as the Gaza Blockade. The resulting isolation has lead to intense food insecurity, 
little access to power, limited health care, poor sewage, high unemployment and 
general unrest. Consequently Gazans elected a militant Palestinian group called 
Hamas in 2006 which continues to hold power today. 

Green Line: The borders of Israel from 1949 to 1967 (the Six Days War). 

Hamas: This is a militant political Palestinian Islamist group. It became the 
government of Gaza in 2006. It espouses freedom for Palestinians by any means, 
given the lack of progress made by non-violent attempts. It is considered a terrorist 
group by Israel and many other western nations. 

Intifada: This is an Arabic word which literally means to shiver or shudder. In this 
context it refers specifically to two uprisings engaged in by Palestinians to achieve 
freedom. The First Intifada lasted from 1987 until 1993. The Second Intifada lasted 
from 2000 to around 2005. In both Intifadas almost three times as many Palestinians 
as Israelis were killed, and tens of thousands of Palestinian children were injured. 
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Israeli Defence Force (IDF): This is the name of the Israeli military. All Israeli men 
must do two years of military service after high school, and women must do one year. 
The IDF staffs checkpoints that limit Palestinian movement. Their engagement in a 
variety of oppressive activities towards Palestinians have given rise to ‘refuseniks’, 
that is young people who would rather serve time in prison than join the IDF for their 
mandatory service. The IDF stands accused of firing on unarmed protesters, raiding 
homes at night, breaking down walls in homes, harassing unarmed civilians, 
protecting Israeli settlers while they destroy Palestinian olive groves and similar 
activities. Some former IDF soldiers have formed an organization called “Breaking 
the Silence” whose members speak about some of the atrocities they committed or 
witnessed, while working towards peace and reconciliation. 
Jewish State: Israel has long considered itself a Jewish state, and legally declared itself 
the “nation state of the Jewish people” in July 2018. One meaning of this is that any 
Jewish person may move to Israel under the Law of Return (see below) and gain Israeli 
citizenship. Beyond this, Israelis continue to debate what is meant by the term Jewish 
State. The Jewish State is also a well-known book written by Theodor Herzl in 1896 
calling for a national home for Jews. 

Kairos: This is an ancient Greek word that means ‘the right or auspicious moment’. 
Christians sometimes interpret it as ‘God’s time’, that is the moment that God calls 
us to do some good or just act. It is also the name of several Christian organizations 
that work for justice and peace, including in Palestine and in Canada. 

Knesset: The Israeli parliament. It meets in Jerusalem. 

Law of Return: An Israeli law that allows any Jewish person in the world to move to 
Israel and become a citizen. It is called the Law of ‘Return’ because of the emphasis 
on the presence of Israelites (Jewish ancestors) on the land in biblical times. The 
Israeli settlements are largely populated by people who have come to Israel under the 
Law of Return. Palestinians do not have this right and in fact are often evicted from 
their ancestral lands to make room for illegal settlements. 

Nakba: This Arabic word means ‘Catastrophe’ and in this context refers to the 1948 
invasion of Palestine and expulsion of more than 700 000 Palestinians from their 
homes, resulting in many deaths and a legacy of displaced people. It is 
commemorated every year on May 15th. 

Oslo Accords: The Oslo Accords refer to two agreements signed between the 
government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization in Oslo in 1993 and 
1995 respectively. The Oslo Accords were part of a process seeking peace. Some of 
their positive outcomes include the official recognition given to each other by both 
parties, and the creation of the Palestinian Authority. 

Ottoman Empire: A Turkish empire that ruled Palestine from about the 15th century 
until the end of the 19th century. Some Palestinians have deeds for their land leading 
back to the Ottoman era which they have used to prove ownership of the land and try 
to prevent Israeli takeovers. 
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Palestinian Authority (PA): This is the government of Palestine. They administer Area 
A exclusively (see above), and they jointly administer Area B with Israel. Gaza is 
independently administered by Hamas. 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO): One of the oldest organizations seeking to 
achieve liberation for Palestine. Initially it pursued its goals through violence but more 
recently it has engaged in diplomacy and dialogue. It currently has observer status at 
the UN. Its largest faction is an Islamist group called Fatah, the group that primarily 
runs the Palestinian Authority. 

Refuseniks: See Israeli Defence Forces (IDF), above. 

Separation Wall: A large mainly concrete security wall isolating Palestinian 
communities and cities. It was first begun in the early 2000s. Israel insists that it is 
necessary for security purposes, while Palestinians see it as an infringement on their 
human rights. In practice it limits Palestinian access to food, water, work, education, 
health care and other people, and thus is more commonly known by Palestinians as 
the ‘Apartheid Wall’. 

Settlements: These are illegal Israeli settlements on Palestinian land, established 
without Palestinian consent. In 1972, there were approximately 1000 Israeli settlers. 
That number has now grown to over 350,000 in 2017. 

Solidarity: Actions taken based on the idea that we are all brothers and sisters 
regardless of race, nationality, religion or any other marker of difference. 

UN Resolutions: There have been many UN Resolutions seeking to resolve the 
situation in Israel and Palestine. Dozens of these UN resolutions condemn in 
particular the establishment of Israeli settlements on Palestinian land. One of the 
latest is Resolution 2334, in which “the Security Council reaffirmed its determination 
that the West Bank and East Jerusalem are occupied territory and 
that Israeli settlements there “have no legal validity,” calling on countries to 
distinguish in all their dealings between Israel-proper and the West Bank.” (Natan 
Sachs, Brookings, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/12/26/whats- new-
and-whats-not-in-the-u-n-resolution-on-israeli-settlements/. December, 2016) 

Zionism: The movement to create a specifically Jewish homeland. Originally it was 
not necessarily directed at Palestine 
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APPENDIX 1 

Map of the Middle East 

 
 

 
This	Photo	by	Unknown	Author	is	licensed	under	CC	BY-SA	
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APPENDIX 2 

Map of Ancient Palestine 
 

 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Map of Israel/Palestine 
Through the 20th Century until Today 

 
 
 
 

 
https://www.fosna.org/content/mapcards. Used with permission. 
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This	is	why	the	Romans	are	in	control	of	the	area	at	the	time	of	Jesus’	
birth.	They	establish	the	family	of	Herod	as	puppet	kings	in	the	region.	

APPENDIX 4 
 

A Closer Look at the History of Palestine: 
In the Biblical Era 

 
o Archaelogical evidence indicates that humans occupied the region as far back 

as 320, 000 years ago. 
o In 1450 BCE (approximately) the Canaanites (ancestors of the indigenous 

peoples of the region including Palestinians) were conquered by the Egyptians. 
The Canaanites eventually regained control only to be defeated by the Israelites 
under Barak and Deborah in about 1100 BCE (Judges, 4). 

o In 1000 BCE (approximately), David becomes King of the United Kingdom of 
Israel and establishes Jerusalem as his capital. 

o In 940 BCE King Solomon - son of David - has the First Temple built in 
Jerusalem. The cost almost bankrupts the nation. 

o Around 930 BCE the kingdom splits into two, with the Kingdom of Israel in 
the north and the Kingdom of Judah (with Jerusalem) to the south. 

o Around 720 BCE the Kingdom of Israel is conquered by the Neo-Assyrians. 
o In 597 BCE the Babylonians conquer the Kingdom of Judah including Jerusalem. 

In 586 BCE they destroy Solomon’s Temple. They capture the societal leaders 
and take them to Babylon. This period is known as the Babylonian Captivity. 

o Captive leaders of Jerusalem and their descendants are allowed to return 
to Jerusalem in 538 BCE. This leads to a renewal of identity and culture 
and the construction of the Second Temple, completed around 516 BCE. 

o 332 BCE Alexander the Great conquers the region. 
o In 200 BCE the Greek-speaking Seleucids under Antiochus capture the region. In 

167 BCE the Seleucid king desecrates the temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar. 
o In 167 – 160 BCE, the Maccabeans (also known as the Hasmoneans) revolt 

against the Seleucids and regain control of the region. The re-taking of the 
temple is celebrated each year by Hanukkah. 

o In 63 BCE the Romans conquer the region. 
 

 
o Around 5-0 BCE Jesus of Nazareth is born in Bethlehem. 
o Around 30 CE Jesus dies and is resurrected in Jerusalem. 
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The	destruction	of	Jerusalem	in	70	CE	shifts	the	center	of	Christianity,	
which	had	been	in	Jerusalem	until	that	time,	to	Europe.	

Churches	begin	to	be	built	in	Jerusalem,	including	the	Church	of	the	
Holy	Sepulchre	in	Jerusalem	where	Jesus	died,	and	the	Church	of	the	
Nativity	in	Bethlehem.	

 
A Closer Look at the History of Palestine from the First 

Century to the Twentieth Century 
 

o In 66 CE the First Jewish-Roman War begins as the Jews attempt to throw off 
their oppressors. All of the Second Temple is destroyed except for the Western 
Wall in 70 CE. The revolt is fully squashed by 73 CE. 

 
o In 132 – 135 CE the Bar Kochba rebellion occurs but also fails to throw off 

the Romans. 
o In 313 CE, the Holy Roman Emperor Constantine legalizes Christianity and it 

soon becomes the most important religion of the empire. 

 
o In 636 CE Muslims conquer Jerusalem. 
o In 687 CE Muslims build the Dome of the Rock mosque on top of the site of the 

Temple to commemorate Mohammad’s ascension into heaven. 
o In the 8th, 9th and 10th centuries battles continued for control among 

Muslim invaders. 
o In 1099 CE Pope Urban II launches the crusades and for the next two centuries 

Roman Catholic Crusaders battle with Muslim armies and the Orthodox 
Christians of the Holy Land for control of the region, killing countless innocent 
civilians in the process both in Europe and Palestine. 

o In 1291 CE the Mamluks fully defeat the Crusaders and put an end to the Crusades. 
o In the 1500s the Turkish Ottoman empire conquers the area. The Dome on 

the Rock mosque is restored. Despite much conflict, the Ottoman empire 
remains mainly in control until the end of WW I. 

o In 1799 CE the Napoleonic wars occur but do not oust the Ottomans. 
o Because of ongoing oppression of Jewish peoples in Europe, in 1897 the First 

Zionist Congress is held in Basel, Switzerland to establish a homeland for 
Jewish people. In 1901 the Jewish National Fund is created to fund these 
efforts. 
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A Closer Look at the History of Palestine 
From the Start of the Twentieth Century until Today 

 
o In 1917-1918 the British conquer the area and take over rule from the 

Ottoman Empire. The area is now called the Palestine Mandate. 
o In 1917, the British government publishes the Balfour Declaration in which it 

declares its support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine. At this time 8% of the 
local population is Jewish and 92% is Palestinian (of which about 30% of these 
are Christian and about 65% are Muslim). The local population is not consulted. 

o From 1939 to 1945 the world is embroiled in WWII, and the resulting genocidal 
attacks on European Jews intensifies the desire to create a Jewish homeland 
(aka Zionism). 

o By 1947 about 30% of the 
population of the Palestine region is 
Jewish and 70% Palestinian 
(Christian and Muslim). 

o In 1947, the UN negotiates with 
Britain (without Palestinian 
consultation) that 57% of Palestine 
should be taken as a Jewish 
homeland. The most fertile land and 
the major port cities are all given to 
the new Jewish country of Israel. 
Jerusalem is deemed a corpus 
separatum, a distinct area not part of 
the new Jewish homeland. 

o Non-Jewish inhabitants begin to be 
evicted, persecuted and killed by 
some of the settlers despite efforts 
by British troops to prevent this. 
Many observers refer to this as 
ethnic cleansing.i 

o Britain declares its troops are 
leaving Palestine on May 15th, 
1948. The state of Israel is declared 
the day prior. On May 15th, 1948 the Nakba (Catastrophe) therefore begins. 
Israeli troops move in and destroy 418 Palestinian villages turning 
approximately 750 000 Palestinians into refugees. The remaining small 
minority of Palestinians flee into what becomes Israel, and are later given 
Israeli citizenship. 
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o Arab armies fill the vacuum left by the 
departing British; yet in 1949 a ceasefire is 
declared leaving Israel in control of 78% of 
Palestine – its recognized border of today -- 
instead of the 57% originally allocated. 
Palestinians maintain control of East 
Jerusalem which includes the Old City with 
the principal Holy sites. 

o Most of the rest of Palestine is known as the West Bank (of the Jordan River) 
including East Jerusalem, and a separate tiny coastal area, the Gaza Strip. 

o In 1967 Israel launches pre-emptive strikes against Egypt stating that they fear 
attack. This triggers the Six Days War, with Syria and Jordan coming to Egypt’s 
defense. With the advantage of surprise, Israel conquers the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, considered Occupied Territory ever since, and intensifies the 
oppression of ‘Arabs’ (Palestinians) in Palestine/Israel. 

Today: 

o Since 1967 there have been two major 
uprisings of Palestinians called Intifadas 
(literally “shaking off”). Nonetheless Israel 
has taken more and more land from 
Palestinians. 

o Israel continues to establish illegal 
settlements on Occupied Palestinian land, 
protecting them with Israeli soldiers, despite 
more than 70 UN resolutions condemning 
the practice. 

 
Each of the blue dots and yellow areas 
above represent illegal Israeli settlements on 
Palestinian territory. This means Palestinians 
were kicked off their land in this area. 
Palestinians are also not allowed to drive on 
the ‘Israeli constructed roads’ even though these roads cross their territory and 
may even have been constructed through their own farms. Israelis are given 
yellow license plates while Palestinians are given green license plates so the army 
can tell who is driving. 
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o Israel also arrests and detains 

Palestinian children and adults 
without charge. 

o In the early 2000s, Israel began 
to build walls enclosing some 
Palestinian cities and segregating 
East Jerusalem from the rest of 
the West Bank, severely 
curtailing entrance and exit of 
people. In Bethlehem, Ramallah, 
and other towns and villages, the 
wall cuts off farmers from their 
land, prevents people from going 
to work or attending universities, 
seeking medical care, or even having weddings and family gatherings. 

o Since 2007, Israel has put a siege on the Gaza Strip by land, water and air, creating a 
densely-populated open air prison for nearly 2 million people. The siege prevents 
people from leaving, controls the amount of food and clean water entering Gaza, 
severely limits medicines, and all manner of supplies. The United Nations has 
declared that Gaza may soon become unliveable. 
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o In 2014, the situation heated up further when, in response to the deaths and 
arrests without charge of numerous Palestinian children by the Israeli army, 
members of the militant wing of the Palestinian political organization Hamas 
kidnapped and killed three Israeli teenagers. Israel responded with widespread 
arrests of Palestinians. Hamas in 
turn launched several rockets out 
of Gaza into Israel. 

o Israel launched an all-out and 
indiscriminate bombardment of 
Gaza. The Israeli army bombed 
UN flagged clinics and shelters, 
killing over 2000 people of 
which more than a quarter 
were children. 

 
 

Bombing of Gaza 
 
o Beginning in March 2018, tens of thousands of Gazans massed every week on 

their lands near the fence with Israel in non-violent protest. While not a single 
Israeli was injured by the time of the 70th anniversary of the Nakba, the Israeli 
army had attacked and massacred over 100 unarmed protesters and injured over 
5000, including many identified as medics, including Canadian doctor Dr. Tarek 
Loubani. 

o CBS news video (9 minutes) 
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/h
ow-are-palestinians- reacting-to-
the-u-s-embassy-in-jerusalem-
and-violence-in-gaza/. 

o Today, the oppression continues… 
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APPENDIX 5 

The Reality on the Ground 
 

Read section one of the Kairos Document. Identify at least 10 ways in which the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine is depriving Palestinians of freedom: 

1)     
 

2)     
 

3)     
 

4)     
 

5)     
 

6)     
 

7)     
 

8)     
 

9)     
 

10) 
 

 
 

BONUS:  

11) 

12) 
 
 

Choose one of the restrictions on freedom mentioned above. Explain why you would find 
it particularly difficult to deal with if you were subjected to it: 
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APPENDIX 6  

From Despair to Hope: Graffiti on the Wall 
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APPENDIX 7 
 

The Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
 
1 LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON 
We are all created in the image of God. Each person’s life has dignity, and every person 
must be treated with respect and offered the support necessary to live a full life from 
conception to natural death, with access to food, water, good living conditions, 
employment, education and health care. Institutions and people are considered just insofar 
as they promote and protect the dignity of every person. 

2 CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATION 
This teaching recognizes that we were created to be in relationship. Every person has the 
right to full participation in their community without any form of discrimination. 

3 SOLIDARITY 
We pursue justice and peace at home and around the world out of the recognition that we 
are all part of one family. We are each called to love our neighbour near and far. This 
means we work towards a world of peace and justice where all have access to the things 
they need and that give life dignity and meaning. 

4 DIGNITY OF WORK 
We participate in God’s creation through our work. The dignity and rights of workers must 
therefore be respected and upheld. This includes the right to work itself, the right to be 
paid a decent livable wage, and the right to organize or join a union. 

5 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Every person has a right to be treated fairly and justly both by the law and by others. We 
each also have a right and responsibility to citizenship and residency in permanent 
communities with all that that entails including participation in government as voter or 
candidate, contribution to the common good, and distribution of goods. 

6 OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE 
Christ calls us to put the needs of the most vulnerable first through what is called a 
preferential option for the poor and vulnerable. This attitude should be present not just 
within each of us as individuals but within the policies present in our governments and 
institutions at all levels. 

7 CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION 
The world existed long before the arrival of humanity. We are each called to be stewards 
and protectors of God’s creation, ever mindful of the impact our actions may have on 
generations to come. 
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APPENDIX 8 
 

 

 

Engagement and Action: A Research Project 
 
Aim: The student will learn how others are engaging in working for peace in 
Palestine, and investigate how their actions relate to the Kairos Document and 
Catholic Social Teachings. 

Process: 
1) Working with a partner, the student will select an individual or group from the 

list below to research: 
Israeli Coalition Against Home Demolitions Sabeel 
Tent of Nations B’Tselem 
Women in Black Jewish Voice for Peace 
Rachel Corrie Foundation Kairos Palestine 
Catholics for Justice and Peace in the Holy Land Ahed Tamimi Breaking 
the Silence We Are Not Numbers 
Christian Peacemaker Teams Palestine Holy Land Trust 
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East 
Other (with teacher permission):  Badil 

 
2) Partners are to create a PowerPoint of 8-12 slides (with pictures) sharing the 

following information about their person or organization: 
1) Background information about the person or organization. This may include 

age and family background (for individuals), date of formation of a group, 
mission/goal and activities (what they do), relevant stories. 

2) How is this group or person working for peace and justice? How do they 
demonstrate solidarity? How does this person or group seek to achieve 
their aims? 

3) Why are this group or person’s efforts important? 
4) What obstacles do they meet? 
5) Are the efforts of this group or person in line with the Kairos document? 

Where do you see their aims reflected in the Kairos document? 
6) Are the efforts of this group or person in line with Catholic Social 

Teaching? Which specific themes do they support most? 
7) What impresses you most about this organization or person? 
8) What if anything does this organization inspire you to do? 

3) Partners will present their research to the class in a 3-5 minute 
presentation. 
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APPENDIX 9 

The Amman Call (Summary) 
 
The Amman Call is a statement put out by the World Council of Churches in 2007 
calling for an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine. It affirmed the formation of a 
‘Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum’ to "catalyze and co-ordinate new and existing 
church advocacy for peace, aimed at ending the illegal occupation in accordance with 
UN resolutions, and demonstrate its commitment to inter- religious action for peace 
and justice that serves all the peoples of the region." 

 
Three fundamental imperatives were named: 
• The ethical and theological imperative for a Just Peace 
• The ecumenical imperative for unity in action 
• The Gospel imperative for costly solidarity 

 
Ten premises for action were also listed: 
1. That UN resolutions are the basis for peace and the Geneva conventions are 
applicable to the rights and responsibilities of the affected people. 
2. That Palestinians have the right of self-determination and the right of return. 
3. That a two-state solution must be viable politically, geographically economically 
and socially. 
4. That Jerusalem must be an open, accessible, inclusive and shared city for the two 
peoples and three religions. 
5. That both Palestine and Israel have legitimate security needs. 
6. That the Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories are illegal, 
and constitute an obstacle to peace. 
7. That the "Separation Barrier" constructed by Israel in the occupied Palestinian 
territories is a grave breach of international law and must be removed from the 
occupied territory. 
8. That there is no military solution for this conflict. Violence in all its forms cannot 
be justified whether perpetrated by Israelis or Palestinians. 
9. That comprehensive regional peace is indivisible from a just peace in Israel 
and Palestine. 
10. That the life and witness of local churches is at the center of worldwide 
church advocacy for a just peace. 

 
Challenges were also acknowledged. 

 
The full three page text of the ‘Amman Call’ can be read here: 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-
programmes/public- witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/middle-east-
peace/the-amman-call.
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APPENDIX 10 

Palestine Solidarity Event 
A Simulation Activity for Groups of 60-300 

 
Objective: To deepen awareness of the history and current situation in occupied 

Palestine, and to express solidarity with Palestinians. 
 
Materials: 

• Yellow cards and green cards made from construction paper (some with a 
yellow sticker or stamp on them) – enough for every student – these will be ID 
cards 

• Large blue paper water drops – to indicate water sources (see template) 
• Large tree cut outs - representing food and farmland (see template) 
• Pylons – approximately 10 to indicate boundaries 
• Powerpoint projector with sound and microphones 
• Map of Israel/Palestine to project 
• Copies of the attached readings for each reader 
• Access to video ‘Israeli Palestinian conflict explained: an animated 

introduction to Israel and Palestine’ by Jewish Voice for Peace, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y58njT2oXfE&feature=youtu.be  

• Small signs that say ‘Israeli settlements’ and blankets to place them on. 
• Banner to sign that says ‘  school supports a free 

Palestine’. 

 
Preparation: 

• Prepare the items mentioned above and check that the video works. 
• You will need a team of students, a social justice club, or class to help run the 

simulation. Among them find senior students who are willing to be ‘harassed at 
the checkpoint’ and give them a green ID card each (indicating Palestinian). 
Allocate readings to volunteers and practice the readings. Have a team of 
student ‘ushers’ who will seat people when they enter the room and indicate 
where they should move to as the simulation proceeds. 

• Ideally, it would be good to have someone who has visited Palestine and 
witnessed some of the injustice there to come and speak to the school at the 
end of the activity. 

• Run the activity in a large enough space for students to move around 
comfortably (gym, atrium, cafeteria, etc). 

• Project a map of Palestine on the screen 
• Separate the room in two parts with pylons. Spread water drops and green tree 

cut outs around one half of the room. 
• Students will be given ‘identity cards’ in their classrooms before coming to the 

cafeteria. Give all members of a class the same ID card colour for easier 
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supervision by teachers and so that individual students do not feel singled out. 
o Green: Palestinian 
o Yellow: Jewish Israeli 
o Green with yellow stamp or sticker: Palestinian with Israeli 

citizenship 
• Arrange for several staff volunteers to run the ‘checkpoint’ at the entry to the 

space where the simulation will run (gym, cafeteria, or other large area). 
o Give them the list of students who are to be harassed. Staff are 

asked to give loud orders to these students and make them stand 
against the wall with hands behind their back while they tell them 
their papers are unacceptable. 

o Staff are to be welcoming to anyone with a yellow card, and 
dismissive to those with green cards. 

 
Plan 

 
• As students enter the area ask student volunteers to make those with yellow 

cards sit on one side (where there are no water sources or trees), and those 
with green cards (with or without stamps) to sit on the other side. 
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READINGS 

Write the name of each reader in the blank space 

•   : Welcome to our simulation to learn about occupied 
Palestine. The year is 1917, and those of you holding green cards are Palestinians 
living in Palestine while those of you holding yellow cards are Jews living all over 
the world. We are going to ask you to move from time to time so please listen 
carefully. You are about to learn about the history and current situation of injustice 
in Palestine. 

•   : In 1917, World War 1 is about to end, and Britain has 
just taken over control of Palestine from Turkey. Jews around the world are facing 
discrimination and Britain supports the creation of a Jewish homeland in Palestine, 
the land of the Hebrew scriptures. No one asks the Palestinians who have been in 
the land for centuries what they think. At this time over 90% of the people living in 
Palestine are Muslim and Christian Palestinians, and less than 10% are Jewish. 
[Ushers ask a few yellow card holders to move over and sit on the Palestinian side. 

•   : Time passes and it is now 1939-1945. World War II 

has broken out, and the Holocaust has occurred. Millions of Jews have died under 
Hitler while many countries that could have helped turned them away. Let us honor 
that loss with a moment of silence. [Ushers ask several students with yellow cards 
to stand against the wall to indicate the loss of human life.] (Pause) 

•   : By 1947, at the end of WWII, 1.6 million Palestinians 

live in the land of Palestine, still under colonial British rule called the British 
mandate. Thanks to Britain’s continued efforts now 30% of the population is 
Jewish. Britain is encouraging Jews to move to Palestine rather than to Britain. 
[Ushers have more yellow card holders move over and sit amongst the green card 
holders.] 

•   : In 1948, the League of Nations (precursor to the UN) 

negotiates with Britain that 57% of Palestine should be given over to be a Jewish 
homeland. The Palestinians are not consulted. The most fertile parts of the country 
and all the major port cities are all given over to this new Jewish country called 
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Israel. On May 15th, 1948, the Nakba or Catastrophe begins. Israeli troops funded 
by western countries move in and burn down 418 Palestinians villages, turning 
almost 750 000 Palestinians into refugees. Only a small number of Palestinians are 
given Israeli citizenship – that is those of you with green cards with yellow 
stamps/stickers. [Ushers invite all yellow card holders to move into the Palestinian 
half. Then the ushers move pylons reducing the area where the green card holders 
can sit by half so there is segregation. Ushers ask some green card holders to stand 
at the back – they are refugees.] 

•   : The Palestinians try to fight back but they do not have 
an army since they had been ruled by Britain for many years. The Israeli troops 
become more aggressive and, instead of only taking 57% of the land they now 
take 78%, dividing Palestine into two main pockets of land called the Gaza strip 
and the West Bank. [Move the pylons so that green card holders are now corralled 
in two areas.] 

•   : In 1967, afraid that it will be attacked by the surrounding 

Middle Eastern countries such as Egypt, Syria and Jordan who have taken in 
Palestinian refugees, Israel launches a pre-emptive airstrike against its neighbours. 

This was called the Six Days War. Israel wins the war and intensifies its oppression 
of Palestinians. [Move Pylons closer in.] 

•   : Since then there have been two major uprisings by 

Palestinians called Intifadas, and several smaller ones. They have largely failed, 

and each time Israel has intensified its oppression of Palestinians. Nevertheless, 
the birthrate among Palestinians has gone up. Perhaps with little wealth, people 
treasure their families more, and the joy they find within them. But the tactics of 
oppression continue to worsen. Here are some tactics Israel uses to make life 
unbearable for Palestinians: 

o   : If a Palestinian wishes to repair their roof or 
improve their home they must obtain a permit from the Israeli government. 
But these permits are hardly ever granted. When roofs or walls begin to 
collapse Palestinians end up repairing them without a permit. But then the 
Israeli army tells them they have committed a crime since they don’t have a 
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permit, and sends bulldozers to destroy the home in its entirety 
o   : Jewish Israeli settlers from place like the US are 

encouraged to settle on Palestinian land and are given reduced taxes and 
military protection. The UN has declared this illegal many times, but Israel 
does it anyway. So there is less room again for the Palestinians. The 
blankets we are spreading now represent illegal Israeli settlements on 
occupied Palestinian land. [Spread blankets in the midst of the Palestinians 
areas and have a few yellow card holders come sit on them, crowding out 
the green card holders.] 

o   : Settlers destroy Palestinian olive orchards while 
the Israeli police and military watch and do nothing to stop them. [Take 
trees out of the Palestinian area.] 

o   : Settlers also destroy Palestinian water sources, 
and the Israeli government will sometimes redirect water from Palestinian 
areas to Israeli settlements leaving the Palestinians without water. [Remove 
water sources]. 

o   : The main paved roads are declared off- limits to 
Palestinians even though they are built on Palestinian land without payment 
or consent, and with taxes paid by Palestinians. You must have a yellow 
licence plate to drive on Israeli roads, but Palestinians are only given green 
licence plates unless they are the minority of citizens (green card holders 
with yellow stamps). Palestinians are also not allowed to ride on the same 
buses as Jewish Israelis. This discrimination is similar to what was 
happening in the southern United States before the civil rights movement 
started in the 60s. 

o   : Any repairs to old Palestinian roads – the only 
roads that most Palestinians can use – result in the roads being destroyed, 
further isolating Palestinians. 

o   :  Palestinians in Jerusalem pay the same taxes as 
Jewish Israelis but they are not given garbage collection or as much water 
as Jewish Israelis. Thus Palestinian areas become dirty and Israeli tour 
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guides point out to tourists that the Palestinians are a ‘dirty people’. 
o   : Flying checkpoints are set up at different points on 

the roads (like speed traps on our roads). Soldiers harass Palestinian 

motorists much like you saw staff doing as people entered this room. That 

was pre-arranged and we thank both the teachers and students who 

took part in that. In real life Palestine, Palestinian motorists may have their 
identification taken away for no reason as a form of harassment and they 
may be left waiting by the side of the road for ages. They may also be 
arrested without charge and held for weeks in detention. [Have more green 
card holders stand at the back.] 

o   : Palestinian children are also arrested and held 
for weeks without charge despite the condemnation of human rights 
groups. 

o   : Finally, Israel has built a WALL around Gaza, 
Bethlehem and many parts of Palestine. This wall makes it difficult for 
people to get to work, school or hospital. In Bethlehem, people must line 
up on foot like cattle at 4:00am to make it through the checkpoint in time to 
make it to work by 8:00am. [Project a picture of the wall on the screen.] 

•   : As you can see, life in Palestine is difficult and 
often frightening. On May 15th every year, Palestinians commemorate the start 
of the occupation of their lands known as the Nakba or catastrophe. Since 
Palestine is where Jesus lived, and is at the heart of our scripture, we have a 
particular interest in this area. But it’s bigger than that. Our Catholic teachings 
call us to act in solidarity with our fellow human beings. We know that global 
inaction allows oppressive governments to continue on their way. So today we 
invite you to break silence and speak up for the liberation of Palestine by 
signing the banner we will bring out at the end of this activity. 

•   : But before we do that, we invite you to watch the 
following two videos showing more about what we have just talked about. You 
may spread out now so you’re comfortable. The first video is animated and just 
goes over much of what we have talked about. It is by a Jewish group that is 
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upset that a Jewish state would treat others the way Israel does. The second 
video shows footage from Palestine so that you can see what all of this looks 
like in real life. 

o Show ‘Israeli-Palestinian Conflict explained’ by Jewish Voices for Peace: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y58njT2oXfE&feature=youtu.be 

o This is a 6 minute animated introduction. 

o Show ‘Palestine 101: Not that Complicated’ (4:30). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHPC8JeMJWA&sns=em 

 

• Guest Speaker if available. 

• Conclusion (Teacher): 

o This is a difficult situation but the people you saw in that last video – both 
the soldiers and the Palestinians – are our brothers and sisters. Here in 
Canada we are learning more and more how much colonialism hurt our 
indigenous populations so it is in our history too. But we must also speak 
out about global issues. 

o If you feel comfortable I invite you to sign the banner at the back of the 
room. 

o If you have questions, I invite you to come and speak with me. 

o Let us finish by reading the words of the Prophet Micah: 
 

With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down 
before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? 

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul? 

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God. 

AMEN 
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APPENDIX 11 

Additional Resources and Websites 
 

• “A Beginner’s Guide to the Unrecognized Villages of Israel” (Article) 
http://fpif.org/beginners-guide-unrecognized-villages-israel/. 

• Badil: Resource Centre for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights. (Website) 
http://www.badil.org/en/. 

• Breaking the Silence (Website) http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/. 

• B’tselem: The Israeli Information Centre for Human Rights in the Occupied 

Territories. (Website) https://www.btselem.org/. 

• Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (Website) 
http://www.cjpme.org/ 

• Christian Peacemaker Teams (Website) https://www.cpt.org/work/palestine 

• Independent Jewish Voices Canada (Website) http://ijvcanada.org/. 

• Israeli Coalition Against Home Demolitions (Website) https://icahd.org/. 

• Jewish Voice for Peace. (Website) https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/. 

• Kairos Palestine (Website) http://www.kairospalestine.ps/. 

• “Kairos Palestine Document and A Study Guide for the Presbyterian Church 
(USA)” (Document) http://www.pcusa.org/resource/kairos-palestine- document-
and-study-guide/. 

• Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice (Website) 
https://rachelcorriefoundation.org/. 

• Sabeel (Website) http://sabeel.org/. Also @sabeelJerusalem 
• Tent of Nations: People Building Bridges (Website) 

http://www.tentofnations.org/. 
• We Are Not Numbers: Palestinian Youth Tell the Human Stories Behind the 

Numbers in the News. (Website) https://wearenotnumbers.org/. 

• White, Ben. Israeli Apartheid: A Beginner’s Guide. Plutopress: London, 2009. 
• Women in Black (Website) http://womeninblack.org/about-women-in- black/. 
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Kairos Document 
http://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-us/kairos-palestine-document  

A moment of truth 
A word of faith, hope and love from the heart of 

Palestinian suffering  
Introduction 
We, a group of Christian Palestinians, after prayer, reflection and an exchange of opinion, cry out from within the 
suffering in our country, under the Israeli occupation, with a cry of hope in the absence of all hope, a cry full of 
prayer and faith in a God ever vigilant, in God’s divine providence for all the inhabitants of this land. Inspired by the 
mystery of God's love for all, the mystery of God’s divine presence in the history of all peoples and, in a particular 
way, in the history of our country, we proclaim our word based on our Christian faith and our sense of Palestinian 
belonging – a word of faith, hope and love. 

 
Why now? Because today we have reached a dead end in the tragedy of the Palestinian people. The decision- 
makers content themselves with managing the crisis rather than committing themselves to the serious task of 
finding a way to resolve it. The hearts of the faithful are filled with pain and with questioning: What is the 
international community doing? What are the political leaders in Palestine, in Israel and in the Arab world doing? 
What is the Church doing? The problem is not just a political one. It is a policy in which human beings are 
destroyed, and this must be of concern to the Church. 
We address ourselves to our brothers and sisters, members of our Churches in this land. We call out as 
Christians and as Palestinians to our religious and political leaders, to our Palestinian society and to the Israeli 
society, to the international community, and to our Christian brothers and sisters in the Churches around the 
world. 

 
1. The reality on the ground 
1.1 “They say: 'Peace, peace' when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). These days, everyone is speaking about peace 
in the Middle East and the peace process. So far, however, these are simply words; the reality is one of Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian territories, deprivation of our freedom and all that results from this situation: 
1.1.1 The separation wall erected on Palestinian territory, a large part of which has been confiscated for this 
purpose, has turned our towns and villages into prisons, separating them from one another, making them dispersed 
and divided cantons. Gaza, especially after the cruel war Israel launched against it during December 2008 and 
January 2009, continues to live in inhuman conditions, under permanent blockade and cut off from the other 
Palestinian territories. 

 
1.1.2 Israeli settlements ravage our land in the name of God and in the name of force, controlling our natural 
resources, including water and agricultural land, thus depriving hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, and 
constituting an obstacle to any political solution. 

 
1.1.3 Reality is the daily humiliation to which we are subjected at the military checkpoints, as we make our way to 
jobs, schools or hospitals. 

 
1.1.4 Reality is the separation between members of the same family, making family life impossible for thousands 
of Palestinians, especially where one of the spouses does not have an Israeli identity card. 

 
1.1.5 Religious liberty is severely restricted; the freedom of access to the holy places is denied under the pretext 
of security. Jerusalem and its holy places are out of bounds for many Christians and Muslims from the West Bank 
and the Gaza strip. Even Jerusalemites face restrictions during the religious feasts. Some of our Arab clergy are 
regularly barred from entering Jerusalem
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1.1.6 Refugees are also part of our reality. Most of them are still living in camps under difficult circumstances. 
They have been waiting for their right of return, generation after generation. What will be their fate? 

 
1.1.7 And the prisoners? The thousands of prisoners languishing in Israeli prisons are part of our reality. The 
Israelis move heaven and earth to gain the release of one prisoner, and those thousands of Palestinian prisoners, 
when will they have their freedom? 

 
1.1.8 Jerusalem is the heart of our reality. It is, at the same time, symbol of peace and sign of conflict. While the 
separation wall divides Palestinian neighbourhoods, Jerusalem continues to be emptied of its Palestinian 
citizens, Christians and Muslims. Their identity cards are confiscated, which means the loss of their right to 
reside in Jerusalem. Their homes are demolished or expropriated. Jerusalem, city of reconciliation, has become 
a city of discrimination and exclusion, a source of struggle rather than peace. 

 
1.2 Also part of this reality is the Israeli disregard of international law and international resolutions, as well as the 
paralysis of the Arab world and the international community in the face of this contempt. Human rights are 
violated and despite the various reports of local and international human rights' organizations, the injustice 
continues. 

 
1.2.1 Palestinians within the State of Israel, who have also suffered a historical injustice, although they are citizens 
and have the rights and obligations of citizenship, still suffer from discriminatory policies. They too are waiting to 
enjoy full rights and equality like all other citizens in the state. 

 
1.3 Emigration is another element in our reality. The absence of any vision or spark of hope for peace and 
freedom pushes young people, both Muslim and Christian, to emigrate. Thus the land is deprived of its most 
important and richest resource – educated youth. The shrinking number of Christians, particularly in Palestine, is 
one of the dangerous consequences, both of this conflict, and of the local and international paralysis and failure 
to find a comprehensive solution to the problem. 

 
1.4 In the face of this reality, Israel justifies its actions as self-defence, including occupation, collective punishment 
and all other forms of reprisals against the Palestinians. In our opinion, this vision is a reversal of reality. Yes, there is 
Palestinian resistance to the occupation. However, if there were no occupation, there would be no resistance, no 
fear and no insecurity. This is our understanding of the situation. Therefore, we call on the Israelis to end the 
occupation. Then they will see a new world in which there is no fear, no threat but rather security, justice and peace. 

 
1.5 The Palestinian response to this reality was diverse. Some responded through negotiations: that was the 
official position of the Palestinian Authority, but it did not advance the peace process. Some political parties 
followed the way of armed resistance. Israel used this as a pretext to accuse the Palestinians of being terrorists 
and was able to distort the real nature of the conflict, presenting it as an Israeli war against terror, rather than an 
Israeli occupation faced by Palestinian legal resistance aiming at ending it. 

 
1.5.1 The tragedy worsened with the internal conflict among Palestinians themselves, and with the separation of 
Gaza from the rest of the Palestinian territory. It is noteworthy that, even though the division is among Palestinians 
themselves, the international community bears an important responsibility for it since it refused to deal positively 
with the will of the Palestinian people expressed in the outcome of democratic and legal elections in 2006. 

 
Again, we repeat and proclaim that our Christian word in the midst of all this, in the midst of our catastrophe, is a 
word of faith, hope and love. 

 
2. A word of faith 
We believe in one God, a good and just God 
2.1 We believe in God, one God, Creator of the universe and of humanity. We believe in a good and just God, who 
loves each one of his creatures. We believe that every human being is created in God’s image and likeness and 
that every one's dignity is derived from the dignity of the Almighty One. We believe that this dignity is one and the 
same in each and all of us. This means for us, here and now, in this land in particular, that God created us not so 
that we might engage in strife and conflict but rather that we might come and know and love one another, and 
together build up the land in love and mutual respect.
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2.1.1 We also believe in God's eternal Word, His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, whom God sent as the Saviour 
of the world. 

 
2.1.2 We believe in the Holy Spirit, who accompanies the Church and all humanity on its journey. It is the Spirit that 
helps us to understand Holy Scripture, both Old and New Testaments, showing their unity, here and now. The 
Spirit makes manifest the revelation of God to humanity, past, present and future. 

 
How do we understand the word of God? 
2.2 We believe that God has spoken to humanity, here in our country: "Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days God has spoken to us by a Son, whom God 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds" (Heb. 1:1-2) 

 
2.2.1 We, Christian Palestinians, believe, like all Christians throughout the world, that Jesus Christ came in order to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, and in his light and with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we read the Holy Scriptures. We meditate upon and interpret Scripture just as Jesus 
Christ did with the two disciples on their way to Emmaus. As it is written in the Gospel according to Saint Luke: 
"Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures" (Lk 24:27) 

 
2.2.2 Our Lord Jesus Christ came, proclaiming that the Kingdom of God was near. He provoked a revolution in the 
life and faith of all humanity. He came with "a new teaching" (Mk 1:27), casting a new light on the Old Testament, on 
the themes that relate to our Christian faith and our daily lives, themes such as the promises, the election, the 
people of God and the land. We believe that the Word of God is a living Word, casting a particular light on each 
period of history, manifesting to Christian believers what God is saying to us here and now. For this reason, it is 
unacceptable to transform the Word of God into letters of stone that pervert the love of God and His providence in 
the life of both peoples and individuals. This is precisely the error in fundamentalist Biblical interpretation that brings 
us death and destruction when the word of God is petrified and transmitted from generation to generation as a dead 
letter. This dead letter is used as a weapon in our present history in order to deprive us of our rights in our own land. 

 
Our land has a universal mission 
2.3 We believe that our land has a universal mission. In this universality, the meaning of the promises, of the land, of 
the election, of the people of God open up to include all of humanity, starting from all the peoples of this land. In 
light of the teachings of the Holy Bible, the promise of the land has never been a political programme, but rather the 
prelude to complete universal salvation. It was the initiation of the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

 
2.3.1 God sent the patriarchs, the prophets and the apostles to this land so that they might carry forth a universal 
mission to the world. Today we constitute three religions in this land, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Our land is 
God’s land, as is the case with all countries in the world. It is holy inasmuch as God is present in it, for God alone is 
holy and sanctifier. It is the duty of those of us who live here, to respect the will of God for this land. It is our duty to 
liberate it from the evil of injustice and war. It is God's land and therefore it must be a land of reconciliation, peace 
and love. This is indeed possible. God has put us here as two peoples, and God gives us the capacity, if we have 
the will, to live together and establish in it justice and peace, making it in reality God's land: "The earth is the Lord's 
and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it" (Ps. 24:1). 

 
2.3.2 Our presence in this land, as Christian and Muslim Palestinians, is not accidental but rather deeply rooted in 
the history and geography of this land, resonant with the connectedness of any other people to the land it lives in. It 
was an injustice when we were driven out. The West sought to make amends for what Jews had endured in the 
countries of Europe, but it made amends on our account and in our land. They tried to correct an injustice and the 
result was a new injustice. 

 
2.3.3 Furthermore, we know that certain theologians in the West try to attach a biblical and theological legitimacy to 
the infringement of our rights. Thus, the promises, according to their interpretation, have become a menace to our 
very existence. The "good news" in the Gospel itself has become "a harbinger of death" for us. We call on these 
theologians to deepen their reflection on the Word of God and to rectify their interpretations so that they might see 
in the Word of God a source of life for all peoples. 
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2.3.4 Our connectedness to this land is a natural right. It is not an ideological or a theological question only. It is a 
matter of life and death. There are those who do not agree with us, even defining us as enemies only because we 
declare that we want to live as free people in our land. We suffer from the occupation of our land because we are 
Palestinians. And as Christian Palestinians we suffer from the wrong interpretation of some theologians. Faced with 
this, our task is to safeguard the Word of God as a source of life and not of death, so that "the good news" remains 
what it is, "good news" for us and for all. In face of those who use the Bible to threaten our existence as Christian 
and Muslim Palestinians, we renew our faith in God because we know that the word of God can not be the source 
of our destruction. 

 
2.4 Therefore, we declare that any use of the Bible to legitimize or support political options and positions that 
are based upon injustice, imposed by one person on another, or by one people on another, transform religion 
into human ideology and strip the Word of God of its holiness, its universality and truth. 

 
2.5 We also declare that the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land is a sin against God and humanity because it 
deprives the Palestinians of their basic human rights, bestowed by God. It distorts the image of God in the Israeli 
who has become an occupier just as it distorts this image in the Palestinian living under occupation. We declare 
that any theology, seemingly based on the Bible or on faith or on history, that legitimizes the occupation, is far 
from Christian teachings, because it calls for violence and holy war in the name of God Almighty, subordinating 
God to temporary human interests, and distorting the divine image in the human beings living under both political 
and theological injustice. 

 
3. Hope 
3.1 Despite the lack of even a glimmer of positive expectation, our hope remains strong. The present situation 
does not promise any quick solution or the end of the occupation that is imposed on us. Yes, the initiatives, the 
conferences, visits and negotiations have multiplied, but they have not been followed up by any change in our 
situation and suffering. Even the new US position that has been announced by President Obama, with a manifest 
desire to put an end to the tragedy, has not been able to make a change in our reality. The clear Israeli response, 
refusing any solution, leaves no room for positive expectation. Despite this, our hope remains strong, because it is 
from God. God alone is good, almighty and loving and His goodness will one day be victorious over the evil in 
which we find ourselves. As Saint Paul said: "If God is for us, who is against us? (…) Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long" (…) For I am convinced that (nothing) in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God" (Rom. 8:31, 35, 36, 39). 

 
What is the meaning of hope? 
3.2 Hope within us means first and foremost our faith in God and secondly our expectation, despite everything, for a 
better future. Thirdly, it means not chasing after illusions – we realize that release is not close at hand. Hope is the 
capacity to see God in the midst of trouble, and to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in us. From 
this vision derives the strength to be steadfast, remain firm and work to change the reality in which we find 
ourselves. Hope means not giving in to evil but rather standing up to it and continuing to resist it. We see nothing in 
the present or future except ruin and destruction. We see the upper hand of the strong, the growing orientation 
towards racist separation and the imposition of laws that deny our existence and our dignity. We see confusion and 
division in the Palestinian position. If, despite all this, we do resist this reality today and work hard, perhaps the 
destruction that looms on the horizon may not come upon us. 

 
Signs of hope 
3.3 The Church in our land, her leaders and her faithful, despite her weakness and her divisions, does show certain 
signs of hope. Our parish communities are vibrant and most of our young people are active apostles for justice and 
peace. In addition to the individual commitment, our various Church institutions make our faith active and present 
in service, love and prayer. 
3.3.1 Among the signs of hope are the local centres of theology, with a religious and social character. They are 
numerous in our different Churches. The ecumenical spirit, even if still hesitant, shows itself more and more in the 
meetings of our different Church families. 

 
3.3.2 We can add to this the numerous meetings for inter-religious dialogue, Christian–Muslim dialogue, which 
includes the religious leaders and a part of the people. Admittedly, dialogue is a long process and is perfected 
through a daily effort as we undergo the same sufferings and have the same expectations. There is also dialogue 
among the three religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, as well as different dialogue meetings on the academic 
or social level. They all try to breach the walls imposed by the occupation and oppose the distorted perception of 
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human beings in the heart of their brothers or sisters. 
 
3.3.3 One of the most important signs of hope is the steadfastness of the generations, the belief in the justice 
of their cause and the continuity of memory, which does not forget the "Nakba" (catastrophe) and its 
significance. Likewise significant is the developing awareness among many Churches throughout the world and 
their desire to know the truth about what is going on here. 

 
3.3.4 In addition to that, we see a determination among many to overcome the resentments of the past and to be 
ready for reconciliation once justice has been restored. Public awareness of the need to restore political rights to 
the Palestinians is increasing, and Jewish and Israeli voices, advocating peace and justice, are raised in support of 
this with the approval of the international community. True, these forces for justice and reconciliation have not yet 
been able to transform the situation of injustice, but they have their influence and may shorten the time of suffering 
and hasten the time of reconciliation. 

 
The mission of the Church 
3.4 Our Church is a Church of people who pray and serve. This prayer and service is prophetic, bearing the voice 
of God in the present and future. Everything that happens in our land, everyone who lives there, all the pains and 
hopes, all the injustice and all the efforts to stop this injustice, are part and parcel of the prayer of our Church and 
the service of all her institutions. Thanks be to God that our Church raises her voice against injustice despite the 
fact that some desire her to remain silent, closed in her religious devotions. 

 
3.4.1 The mission of the Church is prophetic, to speak the Word of God courageously, honestly and lovingly in the 
local context and in the midst of daily events. If she does take sides, it is with the oppressed, to stand alongside 
them, just as Christ our Lord stood by the side of each poor person and each sinner, calling them to repentance, 
life, and the restoration of the dignity bestowed on them by God and that no one has the right to strip away. 

 
3.4.2 The mission of the Church is to proclaim the Kingdom of God, a kingdom of justice, peace and dignity. Our 
vocation as a living Church is to bear witness to the goodness of God and the dignity of human beings. We are 
called to pray and to make our voice heard when we announce a new society where human beings believe in their 
own dignity and the dignity of their adversaries. 

 
3.4.3 Our Church points to the Kingdom, which cannot be tied to any earthly kingdom. Jesus said before Pilate that 
he was indeed a king but "my kingdom is not from this world" (Jn 18:36). Saint Paul says: "The Kingdom of God is 
not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom.14:17). Therefore, religion cannot 
favour or support any unjust political regime, but must rather promote justice, truth and human dignity. It must exert 
every effort to purify regimes where human beings suffer injustice and human dignity is violated. The Kingdom of 
God on earth is not dependent on any political orientation, for it is greater and more inclusive than any particular 
political system. 

 
3.4.4 Jesus Christ said: "The Kingdom of God is among you" (Luke 17:21). This Kingdom that is present among 
us and in us is the extension of the mystery of salvation. It is the presence of God among us and our sense of 
that presence in everything we do and say. It is in this divine presence that we shall do what we can until justice 
is achieved in this land. 

 
3.4.5 The cruel circumstances in which the Palestinian Church has lived and continues to live have required the 
Church to clarify her faith and to identify her vocation better. We have studied our vocation and have come to know 
it better in the midst of suffering and pain: today, we bear the strength of love rather than that of revenge, a culture 
of life rather than a culture of death. This is a source of hope for us, for the Church and for the world. 

 
3.5 The Resurrection is the source of our hope. Just as Christ rose in victory over death and evil, so too we are 
able, as each inhabitant of this land is able, to vanquish the evil of war. We will remain a witnessing, steadfast and 
active Church in the land of the Resurrection. 

 
4. Love 
The commandment of love 
4.1 Christ our Lord said: "Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another" (Jn 13:34). He has already 
showed us how to love and how to treat our enemies. He said: "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
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sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous (…) Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect" 
(Matt. 5:45- 47). 

 
Saint Paul also said: "Do not repay anyone evil for evil" (Rom. 12:17). And Saint Peter said: "Do not repay evil for 
evil or abuse for abuse; but on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called" (1 Pet. 3:9). 

 
Resistance 
4.2 This word is clear. Love is the commandment of Christ our Lord to us and it includes both friends and 
enemies. This must be clear when we find ourselves in circumstances where we must resist evil of whatever kind. 

 
4.2.1 Love is seeing the face of God in every human being. Every person is my brother or my sister. However, 
seeing the face of God in everyone does not mean accepting evil or aggression on their part. Rather, this love seeks 
to correct the evil and stop the aggression. 

 
The aggression against the Palestinian people which is the Israeli occupation, is an evil that must be resisted. It is 
an evil and a sin that must be resisted and removed. Primary responsibility for this rests with the Palestinians 
themselves suffering occupation. Christian love invites us to resist it. However, love puts an end to evil by walking in 
the ways of justice. Responsibility lies also with the international community, because international law regulates 
relations between peoples today. Finally responsibility lies with the perpetrators of the injustice; they must liberate 
themselves from the evil that is in them and the injustice they have imposed on others. 

 
4.2.2 When we review the history of the nations, we see many wars and much resistance to war by war, to violence 
by violence. The Palestinian people has gone the way of the peoples, particularly in the first stages of its struggle 
with the Israeli occupation. However, it also engaged in peaceful struggle, especially during the first intifada. We 
recognize that all peoples must find a new way in their relations with each other and the resolution of their conflicts. 
The ways of force must give way to the ways of justice. This applies above all to the peoples that are militarily 
strong, mighty enough to impose their injustice on the weaker. 

 
4.2.3 We say that our option as Christians in the face of the Israeli occupation is to resist. Resistance is a right and 
a duty for the Christian. But it is resistance with love as its logic. It is thus a creative resistance for it must find 
human ways that engage the humanity of the enemy. Seeing the image of God in the face of the enemy means 
taking up positions in the light of this vision of active resistance to stop the injustice and oblige the perpetrator to 
end his aggression and thus achieve the desired goal, which is getting back the land, freedom, dignity and 
independence. 

 
4.2.4 Christ our Lord has left us an example we must imitate. We must resist evil but he taught us that we cannot 
resist evil with evil. This is a difficult commandment, particularly when the enemy is determined to impose himself 
and deny our right to remain here in our land. It is a difficult commandment yet it alone can stand firm in the face of 
the clear declarations of the occupation authorities that refuse our existence and the many excuses these 
authorities use to continue imposing occupation upon us. 
4.2.5 Resistance to the evil of occupation is integrated, then, within this Christian love that refuses evil and 
corrects it. It resists evil in all its forms with methods that enter into the logic of love and draw on all energies to 
make peace. We can resist through civil disobedience. We do not resist with death but rather through respect of 
life. We respect and have a high esteem for all those who have given their life for our nation. And we affirm that 
every citizen must be ready to defend his or her life, freedom and land. 

 
4.2.6 Palestinian civil organizations, as well as international organizations, NGOs and certain religious institutions 
call on individuals, companies and states to engage in divestment and in an economic and commercial boycott of 
everything produced by the occupation. We understand this to integrate the logic of peaceful resistance. These 
advocacy campaigns must be carried out with courage, openly sincerely proclaiming that their object is not 
revenge but rather to put an end to the existing evil, liberating both the perpetrators and the victims of injustice. 
The aim is to free both peoples from extremist positions of the different Israeli governments, bringing both to justice 
and reconciliation. In this spirit and with this dedication we will eventually reach the longed-for resolution to our 
problems, as indeed happened in South Africa and with many other liberation movements in the world. 

 
4.3 Through our love, we will overcome injustices and establish foundations for a new society both for us and for our 
opponents. Our future and their future are one. Either the cycle of violence that destroys both of us or peace that will 
benefit both. We call on Israel to give up its injustice towards us, not to twist the truth of reality of the occupation by 
pretending that it is a battle against terrorism. The roots of "terrorism" are in the human injustice committed and in 
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the evil of the occupation. These must be removed if there be a sincere intention to remove "terrorism". We call on 
the people of Israel to be our partners in peace and not in the cycle of interminable violence. Let us resist evil 
together, the evil of occupation and the infernal cycle of violence. 

 
5. Our word to our brothers and sisters 
5.1 We all face, today, a way that is blocked and a future that promises only woe. Our word to all our Christian 
brothers and sisters is a word of hope, patience, steadfastness and new action for a better future. Our word is that 
we, as Christians we carry a message, and we will continue to carry it despite the thorns, despite blood and daily 
difficulties. We place our hope in God, who will grant us relief in His own time. At the same time, we continue to act 
in concord with God and God’s will, building, resisting evil and bringing closer the day of justice and peace. 

 
5.2 We say to our Christian brothers and sisters: This is a time for repentance. Repentance brings us back into the 
communion of love with everyone who suffers, the prisoners, the wounded, those afflicted with temporary or 
permanent handicaps, the children who cannot live their childhood and each one who mourns a dear one. The 
communion of love says to every believer in spirit and in truth: if my brother is a prisoner I am a prisoner; if his home 
is destroyed, my home is destroyed; when my brother is killed, then I too am killed. We face the same challenges 
and share in all that has happened and will happen. Perhaps, as individuals or as heads of Churches, we were silent 
when we should have raised our voices to condemn the injustice and share in the suffering. This is a time of 
repentance for our silence, indifference, lack of communion, either because we did not persevere in our mission in 
this land and abandoned it, or because we did not think and do enough to reach a new and integrated vision and 
remained divided, contradicting our witness and weakening our word. Repentance for our concern with our 
institutions, sometimes at the expense of our mission, thus silencing the prophetic voice given by the Spirit to the 
Churches. 

 
5.3 We call on Christians to remain steadfast in this time of trial, just as we have throughout the centuries, through 
the changing succession of states and governments. Be patient, steadfast and full of hope so that you might fill the 
heart of every one of your brothers or sisters who shares in this same trial with hope. "Always be ready to make your 
defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you" (1 Pet. 3:15). Be active and, 
provided this conforms to love, participate in any sacrifice that resistance asks of you to overcome our present 
travail. 

 
5.4 Our numbers are few but our message is great and important. Our land is in urgent need of love. Our love is a 
message to the Muslim and to the Jew, as well as to the world. 

 
5.4.1 Our message to the Muslims is a message of love and of living together and a call to reject fanaticism 
and extremism. It is also a message to the world that Muslims are neither to be stereotyped as the enemy nor 
caricatured as terrorists but rather to be lived with in peace and engaged with in dialogue. 
5.4.2 Our message to the Jews tells them: Even though we have fought one another in the recent past and 
still struggle today, we are able to love and live together. We can organize our political life, with all its 
complexity, according to the logic of this love and its power, after ending the occupation and establishing 
justice. 

 
5.4.3 The word of faith says to anyone engaged in political activity: human beings were not made for hatred. It is 
not permitted to hate, neither is it permitted to kill or to be killed. The culture of love is the culture of accepting the 
other. Through it we perfect ourselves and the foundations of society are established. 

 
6. Our word to the Churches of the world 
6.1 Our word to the Churches of the world is firstly a word of gratitude for the solidarity you have shown toward us 
in word, deed and presence among us. It is a word of praise for the many Churches and Christians who support the 
right of the Palestinian people for self determination. It is a message of solidarity with those Christians and 
Churches who have suffered because of their advocacy for law and justice. 
However, it is also a call to repentance; to revisit fundamentalist theological positions that support certain unjust 
political options with regard to the Palestinian people. It is a call to stand alongside the oppressed and preserve the 
word of God as good news for all rather than to turn it into a weapon with which to slay the oppressed. The word of 
God is a word of love for all His creation. God is not the ally of one against the other, nor the opponent of one in the 
face of the other. God is the Lord of all and loves all, demanding justice from all and issuing to all of us the same 
commandments. We ask our sister Churches not to offer a theological cover-up for the injustice we suffer, for the 
sin of the occupation imposed upon us. Our question to our brothers and sisters in the Churches today is: Are you 
able to help us get our freedom back, for this is the only way you can help the two peoples attain justice, peace, 
security and love? 
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6.2 In order to understand our reality, we say to the Churches: Come and see. We will fulfill our role to make known 
to you the truth of our reality, receiving you as pilgrims coming to us to pray, carrying a message of peace, love 
and reconciliation. You will know the facts and the people of this land, Palestinians and Israelis alike. 

 
6.3 We condemn all forms of racism, whether religious or ethnic, including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, and 
we call on you to condemn it and oppose it in all its manifestations. At the same time we call on you to say a word 
of truth and to take a position of truth with regard to Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land. As we have already 
said, we see boycott and disinvestment as tools of non violence for justice, peace and security for all. 

 
7. Our word to the international community 
7. Our word to the international community is to stop the principle of "double standards" and insist on the 
international resolutions regarding the Palestinian problem with regard to all parties. Selective application of 
international law threatens to leave us vulnerable to a law of the jungle. It legitimizes the claims by certain armed 
groups and states that the international community only understands the logic of force. Therefore, we call for a 
response to what the civil and religious institutions have proposed, as mentioned earlier: the beginning of a 
system of economic sanctions and boycott to be applied against Israel. We repeat once again that this is not 
revenge but rather a serious action in order to reach a just and definitive peace that will put an end to Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian and other Arab territories and will guarantee security and peace for all. 

 
8. Jewish and Muslim religious leaders 
8. Finally, we address an appeal to the religious and spiritual leaders, Jewish and Muslim, with whom we share the 
same vision that every human being is created by God and has been given equal dignity. Hence the obligation for 
each of us to defend the oppressed and the dignity God has bestowed on them. Let us together try to rise up 
above the political positions that have failed so far and continue to lead us on the path of failure and suffering. 

 
9. A call to our Palestinian people and to the Israelis 
9.1 This is a call to see the face of God in each one of God’s creatures and overcome the barriers of fear or race 
in order to establish a constructive dialogue and not remain within the cycle of never-ending manoeuvres that aim 
to keep the situation as it is. Our appeal is to reach a common vision, built on equality and sharing, not on 
superiority, negation of the other or aggression, using the pretext of fear and security. We say that love is possible 
and mutual trust is possible. Thus, peace is possible and definitive reconciliation also. Thus, justice and security 
will be attained for all. 
9.2 Education is important. Educational programs must help us to get to know the other as he or she is rather than 
through the prism of conflict, hostility or religious fanaticism. The educational programs in place today are 
infected with this hostility. The time has come to begin a new education that allows one to see the face of God in 
the other and declares that we are capable of loving each other and building our future together in peace and 
security. 

 
9.3 Trying to make the state a religious state, Jewish or Islamic, suffocates the state, confines it within narrow limits, 
and transforms it into a state that practices discrimination and exclusion, preferring one citizen over another. We 
appeal to both religious Jews and Muslims: let the state be a state for all its citizens, with a vision constructed on 
respect for religion but also equality, justice, liberty and respect for pluralism and not on domination by a religion or 
a numerical majority. 

 
9.4 To the leaders of Palestine we say that current divisions weaken all of us and cause more sufferings. Nothing 
can justify these divisions. For the good of the people, which must outweigh that of the political parties, an end 
must be put to division. We appeal to the international community to lend its support towards this union and to 
respect the will of the Palestinian people as expressed freely. 

 
9.5 Jerusalem is the foundation of our vision and our entire life. She is the city to which God gave a particular 
importance in the history of humanity. She is the city towards which all people are in movement – and where they 
will meet in friendship and love in the presence of the One Unique God, according to the vision of the prophet 
Isaiah: "In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it (…) He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Is. 2: 2-5). Today, the city is 
inhabited by two peoples of three religions; and it is on this prophetic vision and on the international resolutions 
concerning the totality of Jerusalem that any political solution must be based. This is the first issue that should be 
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negotiated because the recognition of Jerusalem's sanctity and its message will be a source of inspiration towards 
finding a solution to the entire problem, which is largely a problem of mutual trust and ability to set in place a new 
land in this land of God. 

 
10. Hope and faith in God 
10. In the absence of all hope, we cry out our cry of hope. We believe in God, good and just. We believe that God’s 
goodness will finally triumph over the evil of hate and of death that still persist in our land. We will see here "a new 
land" and "a new human being", capable of rising up in the spirit to love each one of his or her brothers and 
sisters. 
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The Amman Call 
20 June 2007 

 
Issued at WCC International Peace Conference "Churches together for Peace and 
Justice in the Middle East" 

 
©World Council of Churches 

 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-
witness- addressing-power-affirming-peace/middle-east-peace/the-amman-
call?set_language=en 

 
Amman, Jordan, 18-20 June 2007 

 
Amman imperatives: 

1. Almost sixty years have passed since the Christian churches first spoke with one 
voice about Arab-Israeli peace. For the last forty years the Christian churches have 
called for an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine. In the very place where Jesus 
Christ walked upon the earth, walls now separate families and the children of God - 
Christian, Muslim and Jew - 
- are imprisoned in a deepening cycle of violence, humiliation and despair. The 
Palestinian Christians from Gaza to Jerusalem and to Nazareth, have called out to their 
brothers and sisters in Christ with this urgent plea: "Enough is enough. No more words 
without deeds. It is time for action." 

 
2. We welcome the timely and prophetic statement of the Heads of Churches in 
Jerusalem. We affirm that "the Churches are part of the conflict, because the 
Churches cannot remain silent while there is still suffering. The role of the Churches is 
to heal and to bring all sides to reconciliation." Our belief in God reminds us "that all 
God's children of all religions and political parties are to be respected." We assure the 
Churches of Palestine and Israel of our prayers, collaboration and resources. 

 
3. Thus, in Amman, Jordan 18-20 June 2007, days that have witnessed a deepening of 
the crisis in the occupied Palestinian territories, and also includes the United Nations 
World Refugee Day, we representatives of Christian churches and church-related 
organizations from every corner of the earth, affirm the decision of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches and launch the "Palestine Israel 
Ecumenical Forum" as an instrument to "catalyze and co-ordinate new and existing 
church advocacy for peace, aimed at ending the illegal occupation in accordance with 
UN resolutions, and demonstrate its commitment to inter-religious action for peace and 
justice that serves all the peoples of the region." 
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4. This action has been taken in response to three fundamental imperatives that call 
us to action: 

• The ethical and theological imperative for a Just Peace 
• The ecumenical imperative for unity in action 
• The Gospel imperative for costly solidarity 

 
5. The premises of this action are the following: 

 
5.1. That UN resolutions are the basis for peace and the Geneva conventions are 
applicable to the rights and responsibilities of the affected people. 

 
5.2. That Palestinians have the right of self-determination and the right of return. 

 
5.3. That a two-state solution must be viable politically, geographically economically 
and socially. 

 
5.4 That Jerusalem must be an open, accessible, inclusive and shared city for 
the two peoples and three religions. 

 
5.5 That both Palestine and Israel have legitimate security needs. 

 
5.6. That the Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories are illegal, 
and constitute an obstacle to peace. 

 
5.7. That the "Separation Barrier" constructed by Israel in the occupied Palestinian 
territories is a grave breach of international law and must be removed from the 
occupied territory. 

 
5.8. That there is no military solution for this conflict. Violence in all its forms cannot 
be justified whether perpetrated by Israelis or Palestinians. 

 
5.9. That comprehensive regional peace is indivisible from a just peace in Israel 
and Palestine. 

 
5.10. That the life and witness of local churches is at the center of worldwide 
church advocacy for a just peace. 

 
6. We understand the mandate of the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum to be a 
space where we will develop comprehensive strategic approaches to the two 
processes of peace making and peace building. An inclusive core group convened 
urgently by the WCC should be mandated to facilitate this and also ensure improved 
coordination between all actors. The core group will be informed by the reports of the 
working groups of the Amman conference, and that its composition and mechanism 
be designed and announced by the WCC. 
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7. Peace building will include the following: 

7.1. Furthering theological and biblical perspectives and Christian education 
resources around those issues central to the conflict. 

 
7.2. Developing strategies that will support the processes of justice and 
reconciliation, including inter-religious dialogue and cooperation. 

 
7.3. Strengthening the churches' responses to the occupation. 

 
7.4. Recognizing, encouraging and cooperating with all efforts of Israeli and Palestinian 
civil society that are in accord with the vision and goals of the PIEF. 

 
8. Peace making will include the following: 

 
8.1. Defining and promoting measures, including economic ones, that could help 
end the occupation and enhance sustainable growth and development. 

 
8.2. Strengthening existing efforts and identifying new models of church solidarity in 
action. Supporting local churches and church related organizations not only to survive 
and continue their powerful ministries, including educational, health, cultural and 
social services, but also to thrive and be witnesses of hope. 

 
8.3. Developing a long-term advocacy strategy in order to mobilize all of our 
constituencies and influence change. 

 
Amman challenges: 

9. We have heard the voices of the Christian churches of Palestine and Israel 
challenging and saying to us: 

 
9.1. Act with us to liberate all peoples of this land from the logic of hatred, mutual 
rejection and death, so that they see in the other the face and dignity of God. 

 
9.2. Pray with us in our efforts to resist evil in all of its guises. 

 
9.3. Raise your voices along with ours as we speak "truth to power" and name with 
courage the injustices we see and experience. The illegal occupation has stolen two 
generations of lives in this tortured place, and threatens the next with hopelessness 
and rage. 

 
9.4. Risk the curses and abuse that will be aimed at you and stand in solidarity with us 
and with our Palestinian brothers and sisters of all faiths as we defiantly reject the 
possibility that occupation will continue. 

 
9.5. Help us to tear down walls and build and rebuild bridges among all peoples in 
the region. Extremism on all sides produces chaos. It threatens to divide us and to 
destroy bridges among peoples that would lead to reconciliation and peace. 
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9.6. Add your hope to ours in the knowledge that evil and despair have been 
overcome through the death of our Lord on the Cross and through His 
Resurrection. 

 
9.7. Insist with us that all dispossessed peoples, all refugees, have the right to return. 

 
9.8. Partner with us as we seek peace and pursue it. Peace is possible. 
Christians and Muslims and Jews have, can and will understand one another 
and live together as neighbors. 

 
10. And we representatives of Christian churches and church-related organizations 
from every corner of the earth, we respond: 

 
11. Yes, we will. Together we will act and pray and speak and work and risk 
reputations and lives to build with you bridges for an enduring peace among the 
peoples of this tortured and beautiful place -Palestine and Israel- to end these 
decades of injustice, humiliation and insecurity, to end the decades of living as 
refugees and under occupation. We will work with you to seek peace and pursue it. We 
have allowed too much time to pass. Time has not served the cause of peace but has 
served the cause of extremism. This is our urgent cause that cannot wait. 



 
73	

 

Open Letter from The National Coalition of 
Christian Organizations in Palestine 
©World Council of Churches 

 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/general-secretary/letters- 
received/open-letter-from-the-national-coalition-of-christian-organizations-in- 
palestine/ 

 
21 June 2017 

 
The WCC leadership will bring the letter to the next meeting of its Executive Committee in 
November 2017 in Amman, Jordan. The WCC also invited its members churches and 
partners worldwide to read and share the letter as a local voice from today’s Palestine. 

 
Open letter from The National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine 
(NCCOP) to the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement 

 
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. (Isa. 1:17) 

 
Background 

 
As we meet this month in Bethlehem in occupied Palestine, we are still suffering from 100 
years of injustice and oppression that were inflicted on the Palestinian people beginning 
with the unjust and unlawful Balfour declaration, intensified through the Nakba and the 
influx of refugees, followed by the Israeli occupation of the West Bank including East 
Jerusalem and Gaza and the fragmentation of our people and our land through policies of 
isolation and confiscation of land, and the building of Jewish-only settlements and the 
Apartheid Wall. 

 
We are still suffering because of one political declaration from a Western Empire, based 
on a twisted theological premise. Even some churches and few Christian leaders 
supported the establishment of the colonial state in our land, and totally ignored – even 
dehumanized – the nation, our people that had already existed here for centuries and paid 
the price for atrocities committed in Europe. 

 
Hundred years later with thousands of lives lost, towns and villages razed from the face 
of the earth – though not our memory –, millions of refugees, thousands of homes 
demolished and continued incarceration of prisoners, our Nakba goes on. 

 
Hundred years later and there is still no justice in our land! Discrimination and inequality, 
military occupation and systematic oppression are the rule. Today, we stand in front of 
an impasse and we have reached a deadlock. Despite all the promises, endless 
summits, UN resolutions, religious and lay leader’s callings – Palestinians are still 
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yearning for their freedom and independence, and seeking justice and equality. 
Humanly speaking – we have reached the “moment of impossible”, as Emeritus Latin 
Patriarch Sabbah said recently resolutions, religious and lay leader’s callings – 
Palestinians are still yearning for their freedom and independence, and seeking justice 
and equality. Humanly speaking – we have reached the “moment of impossible”, as 
Emeritus Latin Patriarch Sabbah said recently. 

 
Could it be that we have reached this “impossible moment” because things were built 
from the very beginning – a hundred years ago – on an unjust premise? Should we expect 
that such an unjust declaration will create anything but strife and destruction? 

 
Today is also an opportunity to remember the Amman Call which was proclaimed ten 
years ago. We are thankful to those who stood with us back then in costly solidarity; 
those who stood for truth and justice. We are also concerned that ten years later the 
situation has been worsening on on the ground and still deteriorating. Like other initiatives 
advocating end of occupation, the Amman Call did not achieve its goals in building and 
achieving just peace and we must ask ourselves today – why? 

 
We are also concerned by Israel’s systemic assault on Palestinian creative resistance, 
and on our partners worldwide who use this method to pressure Israel to end the 
occupation. Many new laws were issued in Israel and around the world to oppose this 
creative non- violent resistance unlawfully, and to stop all effort towards peace. Not only 
is this an attack on the freedom of conscience and speech but it is also an assault on our 
right and duty to resist evil with good. Israel is even now trying to prevent pilgrims from 
visiting Bethlehem – the city of Emmanuel! 

 
While we are grateful for the ‘costly solidarity’ articulated in the Amman Call and 
exercised by many churches around the world, we are concerned that some churches 
have weakened their positions in the last ten years as a result of this manipulating 
pressure. Many still hide behind the cover of political neutrality, not wishing to offend their 
religious dialogue partners. 

 
Finally, we meet in an environment of religious wars and persecution in our region. 
Religious extremism is on the rise, and religious minorities have paid a heavy and painful 
price. We thank you for your efforts towards the refugees and towards ending the 
conflicts in our region. We also thank you for your support of persecuted Christians in 
places like Iraq and Syria. 

 
Our Call 

 
“God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.” 
(Matthew 5:6) 

 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness (Justice), for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me”. (Matthew 5:10-11) 
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As we stand in front of this “impossible moment”, it gives us no pleasure to say that “we 
told you so” eight years ago when we declared the moment as a Kairos moment! We 
stand facing the impossible, but we have not lost hope, since as followers of the Risen 
One, we are the people of hope. However, we need you and we need you now more than 
ever. We need your costly solidarity. We need brave women and men who are willing to 
stand in the forefront. This is no time for shallow diplomacy Christians. We urge you to 
hear our call and adopt the following: 

 
1. That you call things as they are: recognize Israel as an apartheid state in terms of 

international law and in agreement of what a person like Desmond Tutu said and as 
the UN ESCWA report said: “Israel is guilty of imposing an apartheid regime on the 
Palestinian people”. We are disturbed by the fact that States and churches are 
dealing with Israel as if the situation were normal, ignoring the reality of occupation, 
discrimination and daily death in the land. Just as churches united to end apartheid 
in South Africa and whereby the WCC played a courageous and pivotal prophetic 
and leadership role, we expect you to do the same! 

2. That you unequivocally condemn the Balfour declaration as unjust, and that you 
demand from the UK that it asks forgiveness from the Palestinian people and 
compensates for the losses. We ask that churches and Christians to support the 
Palestinians in their request for justice. It was his infamous declaration, after all that 
laid the ground for the concept of an ethno-religious state – the very same thing 
our region is suffering today. 

3. That you take a clear and the strongest theological stand against any theology or 
Christian group that justifies the occupation and privileges one nation over the 
other based on ethnicity or a covenant. We ask that you adopt and live the 
theology suggested by Kairos Palestine and that you organize conferences to bring 
awareness towards this end. 

4. That you take a stand against religious extremism and against any attempt to 
create a religious state in our land or region. We ask that you support us in 
combating the foundations of extremism and that you seek our council when 
acting against religious extremism so that you do not jeopardize and harm our 
standing here. 

5. That you revisit and challenge your religious dialogue partners, and that you are 
willing to even withdraw from the partnership if needed – if the occupation and 
injustices in Palestine and Israel are not challenged. 

6. That you lead campaigns for church leaders and pilgrims to visit Bethlehem and 
other Palestinian cities on this side of the wall in cooperation with Palestinian 
tourist and pilgrimage agencies, in response to recent attempts by Israel. We ask 
that you publicly challenge any attempt by Israel or other Christians that 
discourage pilgrims from visiting Palestinian places. 
That you defend our right and duty to resist the occupation creatively and 
nonviolently. We ask that you speak in support of economic measures that 
pressure Israel to stop the occupation and go further to support sport, cultural and 
academic measures against Israel until it complies with international law and UN 
resolutions urging the ending of its occupation, Apartheid and discriminations, and 
accepts refugees to return to their home land and properties. 
This is our last peaceful resort. In response to Israel’s war on BDS, we ask that 
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you intensify that measures. 
 

7. That you create lobby groups in defense of Palestinian Christians.  We ask that you 
publicly and legally challenge Christian  organizations that discredit our work and 
legitimacy. 

8. We therefore propose as a matter of the greatest urgency that you create a 
strategic program within WCC similar to the Program “To Combat Racism” to lead 
efforts to lobby, advocate and develop active programs towards justice and peace 
in Palestine and Israel and work on maintaining the presence of the Palestinian 
Christians through supporting their organizations, church work and peaceful 
efforts. 

 
As faithful witnesses, we acknowledge, affirm and continue the long standing 
prophetic tradition, especially the one started by the Amman Call and articulated 
in the Kairos Palestine document. We fully grasp the pressure church leaders are 
facing here and abroad not to speak the truth, and it is because of this that we are 
raising this call. 

 
Things are beyond urgent. We are on the verge of a catastrophic collapse. The 
current status-quo is unsustainable. This could be our last chance to achieve a just 
peace. As a Palestinian Christian community, this could be our last opportunity to 
save the Christian presence in this land. Our only hope as Christians comes from 
the fact that in Jerusalem, the city of God, and our city, there is an empty tomb, 
and Jesus Christ who triumphed over death and sin, brought to us and to all 
humanity, new life. 

 
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 Cor. 4:8-9) 

 
12 June 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i See for example Ben White, Israeli Apartheid: A Beginner’s Guide (PlutoPress: London, 2009), 22-31. 
	
	


